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S upreme Court 


_ by Mikey Hinger & Margie Sullivan 


T seems as if every Monday the 
Supreme Court issues a new deci- 
sion restricting human rights: 
allowing the execution of minors 
and the mentally disabled, under- 
mining women’s right to choose, further 
weakening affirmative action. Why is 

` this happening and why it is it hap- 
pening now? 

This is not just some vague “back- 
lash” or the “ebb and flow” of public 
opinion. In fact, the Supreme Court is a 
key player in a political and social as- 
sault on the gains made towards equal 
rights for people of color and women. 
This onslaught is spearheaded by the 
Reagan-Bush administration and the 
forces of racism and reaction they rep- 
resent. A brief look at what the Supreme 
Court has been up to while we were told 
that racism was a thing of the past can 
be very revealing. 


| THE REAGAN YEARS— 
THE DECADE OF THE 
DEMAGOGUES 

Reagan came into office pledged to 
turn around the decline in U.S. power 
and to make America “stand tall again.” 

His idea of international power and 
prestige was militarism: the 1983 inva- 
sion of the tiny island nation of Grenada, 
and overthrow of its elected government; 
the 1987 bombing of civilians in Libya 
to undermine its popular government; 
and the 1989 invasion of Panama over- 
throw its elected government in the 
name of fighting drugs. 

On the economic front, Reagan presided 
over a decade of economic stagnation and 
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or to the mA that Silverton is the great aes in when anyone can 
achieve by simply working hard, the American public education system is 
actually the great sifter. It divides the few who will be allowed into higher 
education and eventual financial success from those who must be satisfied 
with waitressing, washing cars, and cleaning up trash. It is no surprise, there- 


SERTA IAY NNU ARANY 
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fore, that schools establish and reinforce the racist hierarchies found throughout society. 


~ The schools are Tequired to do two 
things: foster a common set of values - 
(assimilate young people into the domi- 
nant culture, build faith in the system, 
etc.) and divide us into categories like 
“gifted” and “low achievers,” tracking 
us into separate but certainly not equal 
futures. 


TRACKING—THE TRAIN 
TO NOWHERE 

Just about every school in the country 
has some form of “tracking,” with stu- 
dents of color swelling the lower tracks, 
while white students are consistently 
overrepresented in the high tracks. 

In Chicago high schools, of the 





On the average, 
students of color make 
up about 71% of the 
students in low-tracked 
English classes. 





12,000 students placed in classes for the 
“mentally retarded” between the mid- 
70s and the mid-80s, 10,000 were Black. 
The system’s own consultants later dis- 
covered that as many as 80% of those 
students had been misplaced—but only 
30% were retumed to the regular pro- 
gram, and support services for the transi- 
tion for those 30% were so poor that 





many of them dropped out. 

On the average, students of color 
make up about 71% of the students in 
low-tracked English classes. Black stu- 
dents are twice as likely as white stu- 
dents to be tracked into a low-track 


| classroom . In the classroom, they are 


twice as likely to be physically pun- 
ished for the same offenses as white 
students. In many inner city schools 
drop-out rates for students of color 
are between 50% and 70%. 

Although approximately half of all 
public high school students are students 


|. of color, high school curriculum contin- 


ues to marginalize or ignore all but the 
dominant white culture. Counselors 
track students of color into boring, dead- 
end and irrelevant classes, where their 
own reality is ignored, and teachers 
(92% white) presume their stupidity. 

A typical Berkeley High School 
(California) freshman class is 40% 


. Black. By the senior year it is only 


20% Black. 70% of all Chicano Berke- 
ley High School students drop out before 
graduation. The administration decries 
these students’ failure. But clearly it is 
the education system which is failing 
these students. For many, particularly 
students of color, the schools have be- 
come a holding facility rather than a 
place to develop intellectual capacities, 
understand the world we live in, and ex- 
plore career options. 

Many studies of tracking have shown 
that the vast majority of students benefit 
more from classrooms in which a wide 
range of skills and abilities are repre- 
sented than from classrooms divided ac- 
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RACIST TEXTBOOKS 





Breaking long-standing tradition, a 
member of the California Curriculum 
Commission publicly expressed disap- 
proval of all new history and social sci- 
ence textbooks being reviewed in 
Sacramento this summer, accusing them 
of “egregious racial stereotyping.” 

The books being considered for 
California’s kindergarten through eighth 
grades contain distortions, inaccuracies 
and “justifications and trivialization of 
unethical and inhumane social practices, 
namely racial slavery,” said Joyce King, 
an associate professor of teacher educa- 
tion at Santa Clara University. 

Her criticism came as more than 70 
people, including book publishers and 
representatives of religious, ethnic and 
gay groups gathered in Sacramento for a 
public hearing on the textbooks, con- 
vened by the Curriculum Commission. 

The 17-member Commission votes 
on which books, submitted by nine pub- 
lishers, it will recommend that the state 
Board of Education adopt for use in 
California’s public schools. 

King focused on the books recom- 
mended by the evaluation panel: an 
eighth-grade U.S. history text published 
by Holt, Rinehart and Winston, and a se- 
ries by Houghton Mifflin covering kin- 
dergarten through eighth grades. 

She cited passages she said showed 
stereotyping and bias in the portrayals of 
people of African ancestry. 

One was a drawing of an 1848 “es- 
caping slave” with accompanying com- 
ments that were “more akin to the 
description of an animal than of a human 
being. gib a mind and human emo- 





suggested that slavery of Africans in 
America was inevitable and justified by 
economic necessity. 

“Tm not trying to make anyone change 
their vote,” she said. “I am just stating flatly 
that these books have problems.” 





GEORGIA KLAN BAN 
STRUCK DOWN 


Lawrenceville, GA — A Georgia ban 
on Ku Klux Klan members wearing masks 
in public was struck down last spring as 
unconstitutional by a judge who called the 
racist organization “persecuted.” : 

The state filed a notice of appeal soon 
after State Court Judge Howard Cook ruled 
in favor of a Klan member who challenged 
the 1951 law by wearing the white head 
gear during a one-man demonstration i m 
February. 

The judge said the law violated the 
Klansman’s First Amendment rights to free 
speech, free association and equal protec- 
tion, and said the ban was unconstitution- 
ally vague and broad. 














CANADA UPDATE 





There appears to be a steady growth of 
organized racist groups in Canada. Reports 
from Montreal estimate from 200 to 300 
Nazi-skinheads in that city. In April and 
May alone, there were fifty attacks by rac- 
ist skinheads, primarily aimed at Blacks 
and immigrants. Montreal has two KKK 
chapters. The KKK has stepped up its ac- 
tivities, trying to play off the racist tensions 
surrounding the defense by native Mohawk 
Indians of their ancestral lands in Quebec. 

The number of anti-Semitic attacks has 
risen sharply. Almost 200 incidents were 





Malcolm X, is available through Swank 
Motion Pictures, Inc. We recommend it 
and urge students, teachers and commu- 
nity groups to show it. You won’t get 
this kind of valuable information on the 
six o’clock news! 


XK MARKS THE SPOT 


Portland, OR — Front Avenue in 
Portland was renamed Malcolm X 
Street—overnight. Someone changed 
street signs secretly, astonishing com- 
muters with hundreds of “Malcolm X 
St.” signs along the avenue. The white 





its efforts to deny women control over 
their bodies and reproductive rights. In 
the latest such attack, on July 12, a fire. 
destroyed part of the building housing 
the Feminist Women’s Health Center in 
Redding, California. Arson i inspectors 
are investigating the blaze. 

This type of violence goes on with 
tacit approval from high levels of gov- 
ernment. Compare the treatment of anti- ` 
imperialist political prisoners with the 
anti-abortion bombers. Susan 
Rosenberg, a white woman charged only 
with possession of explosive materials, 
but known for her solidarity with Third 
World liberation movements and her ac- 
tivism in the women’s liberation move- 


1932 Nazi Germany: “Whoever publicly profanes the Reich or one of the states 
incorporated into it, its constitution, colors or ere) or the German armed forces, or mali- 
ciously and with premeditation exposes them to contemp, shall be punished by impris- 
onment.” December 19, 1932, RGB 1-1, Statutory Criminal Law of Germany. 


1990 USA: “The Congress and the States shall have the power to prohibit the act of 
desecration of the flag of the United States and toset criminal penalties for the act.” 
June 22, 1989, HJ. Resolution 305, Proposed Amendment to the U.S. Constitution. 


reported in Canada in 1989—a 57% in- 
crease over 1988. 


ANTI-GAY VIOLENCE 
. On July 15 the Montreal police attacked 
ph eee i eee 


Village. A The next tday 250 lesbians i 


gay men protested the attack by blocking 
traffic at an intersection and were set upon 
by club-wielding cops in riot gear . Dem- 


onstrators were brutally beaten on the street | 
| border in San Diego, immigration rights 


and inside the police station after they were 
arrested. Local residents say that the police 


| have a history of similar treatment towards 
| native peoples, Blacks, women and people 
| with disabilities. Montreal’s Lesbiennes et 


Gais Contre La Violence (LGV) is leading 
the continuing angry response. 


Thanks to Nelson in Montreal, Ken in | 


Ottawa and other readers of No KKK. 





250 ATTEND 
MALCOLM X FILM 


May 19, 1990 would have been the 
60th birthday of Black leader Malcolm 
X. To celebrate his birthday JBAKC San 
Francisco sponsored a showing of the 
suppressed Warner Bros. film about 
Malcolm X’s life. Held at Ashkenaz, a 
socially-conscious Bay Area music club, 




















the program was attended by more than 
250 people.Everyone agreed that a film 
like this should be showing at major the- 
aters throughout the country, making the 
valuable information about Malcolm X’s 


| life and contributions available to all. 


This full-length, color film, entitled 





lettering matched the size and shape of 
official city street signs. 





METZGER CALLS FOR 


MENTED IMMIGRANTS 





After several months of anti-immi- 
grant vigilantism along the U.S.-Mexico 


advocates and Mexicano activists initi- 
ated an effective campaign, counter- 
demonstrating against the “Light Up the 
Border” campaign begun by the racist 
Americans for Border Control (ABC) 
and promoted by a former San Diego 
mayor on his radio show. The civil rights 
demonstrators have begun to cut into the 
number of people mobilized to shine 


| their car lights on the Border to assist the 


Border Patrol. In response to the effec- 
tive anti-racist demonstrations Tom 
Metzger’s White Aryan Resistance 
(WAR) circulated leaflets calling on 
Nazi skinheads to come out to the border 
and wage war on “illegal aliens” and on 
the civil rights demonstrations. Possibly 
uncomfortable with the connection to 
Metzger’s open racist terrorism, the or- 


| ganizers of Light Up the Border called it 
| off for the summer. Metzger has been 


ranting on his phone hate lines for years 
about what he calls the “mud flood.” 

A decade ago, he was involved with 
then national KKK leader David Duke in 
a Klan Border Watch along the San Di- 
ego frontier with Mexico.Metzger, who 
is facing trial in Oregon for involvement 
in the Nazi skinhead beating death of an 
Ethiopian man, was forced by a San Di- 
ego judge to cancel his transfer of his 
home to his wife’s name. The judge 
ruled that it was a blatant attempt to strip 
himself of any assets in anticipation of a 
verdict for damages in the civil suit. 

Thanks to PART (People Against 
Racist Terror, Los Angeles) for this story. 





ANTI-ABORTION 
VIOLENCE CONTINUES 


The so-called “right to life” move- 
ment continues to resort to terrorism in 











| Ment, was sentenced to 58 years, while a 


white, ex-Marine, who actually dyna- 
mited several women’s clinics in New 
York is serving a maximum 7-year sen- 
tence. 


on clinics in’ New York, explained 
" did so ee of his strong religious 
beliefs. Mr. Malvasi, a Vietnam vet and a 
devout catholic, supported himself by 
armed robbery. 





NAACP OFFICE 
FIREBOMBED 


The NAACP, which was the target in 
a still-unsolved series of white suprema- 
cist bombings that took the lives of a 
white federal judge and a Black civil 
rights attorney last winter, has come un- 





| der attack once again. 


On July 17, the office of the Clayton 


| County, GA NAACP was firebombed, 


along with the home of a Black woman in 
an integrated neighborhood. The following 
week, on July 24, four more firebombs 
were thrown at the office which was gutted 
in the resulting fire. 





CALIFORNIA COURTS 
ATTACK HOMELESS 


A State appeals court dealt a blow to 
homeless people in August, when it upheld 
a San Francisco ordinance against sleeping 
overnight in cars, campers and trailers 
parked on public streets. 

The ordinance is not discriminatory 
against poor people, said the state Court of 
Appeals, because it applies to both the rich 
and the indigent. 

“Motor homes are not used exclusively 
by the poor,” the court said. 

“Indeed, it is common knowledge that 
many persons inhabiting motor homes are 
economically advantaged and use their ve- 
hicles for recreational purposes rather than 
out of economic necessity.” 

The decision upheld a law that was 
passed in 1972, but largely ignored until 
1988, when San Francisco Mayor Art 
Agnos ordered a crackdown on the home- 
less near Golden Gate Park. 

The ordinance was challenged by the 














Vehicular Residents Association, which 
said its 50 members were too poor to afford 
housing and had to sleep in their vehicles! 








Houston, Tx.— A senior Texas prison 
official and two friends hunted a prison 
inmate for sport as part of an exercise to 
train dogs to track escapees. Then he or- 
dered jackets embroidered with the slo- 
gan “the Ultimate Hunt” and sent them 
to his friends as souvenirs of their adven- 
ture. 

Since that outing became public, in 


-mid-August, 1990, there has been heated 


criticism of the official, Jerry Hodge, the 
vice-chairman of the Texas Board of 
Criminal Justice, for having turned the 
hunt into a party. Mr. Hodge had been 
expected to be named chairman until the 
story of the hunt became public. 

In contrast, there has been only mild 
criticism of the longstanding but little 
publicized practice of asking inmates to 
volunteer as prey in these frequent hunts, 
although it has been disclosed that at 
least two inmates were severely injured 
in the past eight years. 

Texas is one of the few states in the 
country that trains dogs by having them 
follow the scent of inmates. Most other 
states use professional dog trainers or ci- 
vilian volunteers as mock targets. 

In 1983, two prisoners received a total 
of $14,000 from the prison system after . 
they were attacked by the dogs during - 
training. One prisoner, Roy Edward 


Tanksley, was bitten 120 times and the 


msinger, was bitten - 


qa ee 


The fallout from Hodge’s excursion 
has also reached the Texas Governor’s 
tace. Mr. Hodge is a frequent spokesman 
on prison issues for the Republican gu- 
bernatorial candidate, and in recent days 
there have been calls for Mr. Hodge to 
resign from the prison board. 

The hunt took place in April 1989 but 
did not become public until August 1990 
when local papers published articles 
about it. Their reports were based on in- 
formation from the Associated Press, 
which had received an anonymous letter 
from someone who had heard of the “UI- 
timate Hunt” jackets. 

These hunts occur 3 to 5 times a week 
at 19 of the state’s 29 prisons. Checks 
with 16 state prison systems found that 
only Texas and Florida used inmates to 
train tracking dogs. 

State Representative Ron Wilson, a 
Democrat from Houston, has called the 
practice a “slave sport,” and said he 
would introduce legislation to end it. 





Less than a year after the fall of the 
Communist Government of East Ger- 
many, which had preached anti-fascism 
as a central article of faith for four de- 
cades, right-wing racist organizations are 
gathering strength, and some of them 
openly echo Hitler’s anti-Semitism. 

An August 1990 West German TV re- 
port on the far right estimated that at 
least 30,000 people, mostly young, are 
engaged in militant nationalist politics in 
East Germany. 

-Since last March, virtually every 
week has seen reports of rallies where 
Nazi slogans and salutes were manifest, 
of violent attacks on foreign workers, of 
swastikas and anti-Jewish epithets 
painted on walls and on tombstones. 

A common denominator in this scene 
is young men, identifiable as skinheads, 
whose hatred is directed against anyone 
they deem “un-German,” including po- 











litical leftists, Blacks and other foreign- 
ers, Jews and gays. 


MOZAMBICANS 
BEATEN 

On May 1| in the town of 
Hoyerswerda, skinheads assaulteda 
groups of workers from Mozambique, 
beating some so severely that they had to 
be hospitalized. In early August, 
skinheads boarded a train, surrounded a 


lone worker from Mozambique, beat him 


and stabbed him in the lung. 

On April 20, right-wingers gathered 
on the Alexanderplatz to celebrate the 
101st birthday of Hitler. A month later 
they assembled again to form a human 
swastika in front of the East German Par- 
liament. 

While German political commenta- 
tors are at a.loss to explain the new phe- 
nomenon, there is general agreement that 
it represents a re-birth of groups that 
were outlawed under the Communist 
Government. There are about 190,000 
foreign citizens in East Germany and for 
many of them, the climate has become 
perilous. Almuth Berger, the East Ger- 
man Commissioner for Foreigners, ex- 
plained the atmosphere that has 
developed since the fall of the Commu- 
nist system, this way: “Before the 
change, everything concerning hostility 
toward foreigners was made taboo.” 

We look forward to the day when rac- 
ism and hostility to foreigners will be ta- 
boo the world over. 





ATTICA MEANS 
FIGHT BACK 





~ iy iMay 260, T9OIU NuNnareas OF priso! 
ers at Attica Prison in New York took 
over the yards to protest killings and 
beatings of prisoners by guards. Attica, 
known for its brutal conditions, houses 
mostly Black and other third world 
prisoners. 

- Several days earlier a hundred prison- 
ers saw guards savagely beat a hand- 
cuffed Black prisoner, James Charles. 
When Charles died 700 prisoners defied 
orders and stayed outside all night to 
press for an independent investigation of 
Charles’ death. They chanted “No more 
beatings, no more killings,” set fires and 
broke windows. 

No investigation is planned. The re- 
bellion received no national, and only 
scant local coverage despite its similarity 
to the major uprising at Attica in 1971 in 
which 13 prisoners died at the hands of 
NY State Troopers. 





Sacramento, Ca—Paul Carrallo, a 
member of SHARP (Skinheads Against 
Racial Prejudice) was stabbed to death __ 
and another member, Aaron Moser, was 
seriously wounded after being jumped by 
about 20 American Front Nazi skinheads 
on August 21, 1990. 

The two were attacked as they arrived 
at the Cattle Club, where anti-racists had 
chased away the AF skins on several 
other occasions. 

One AF member, “Iron Cross Mike” 
has been arrested and charged with the 
stabbings. Later that same week a car- 
load of Nazi skins drove by the Tower 





Cafe shooting a shotgun in the air several 


times. 

Anti-racist activists have continued 
their efforts to respond to the growth of 
Nazi groups in the area. They recently 
formed a new organization called the 
Anti-Racist Coalition (ARC) which is 
planning demonstrations at the upcom- 
ing murder trial. Œ 

Compiled by Lisa Roth 
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ARISE FIGHTS RACISM IN SPORTS 





by Bill Crossman 


For a few weeks in July, the issue of 
racism in golf, became national news. The 
men’s and women’s professional golf asso- 
ciations (PGAs) have always made it their 
practice to schedule their championship 
toumaments at whites-only country clubs. 

Hall Thompson, founder of Shoal 
Creek Golf Club in Birmingham, Alabama, 
blew the scandal sky-high when he de- 
fended the club’s racist policy in a press in- 
terview weeks before the PGA Men’s 
Championship was scheduled for play 
there. Asked if Shoal Creek would ever ac- 
cept Black members, Thompson replied, 
“That is just not done in Birmingham. This 
is our home. We pick and choose who we 
want.” He added that Shoal Creek “would 
not be pressured” into accepting Black 
members. 


ARISE AGAINST RACISM 
Anti-racists throughout the South re- 
sponded to Thompson’s remarks by form- 
ing the ARISE Coalition (Against Racism 
In Sports Events). The ARISE Coalition 
protested the racist tournaments at both 
Shoal Creek and at the Atlanta Athletic 
Club, site of the U.S. Women’s Open. The 


group’s actions culminated in the capitula- : 
-tion of the country clubs; which opened 


their membership to Blacks, and in state- 
ments by the professional golf association 
that they would examine membership poli- 





cies when selecting clubs as sites for future 
tournaments. i 

The first ARISE press conference and 
demonstration at the U.S. Women’s Open 
featured banners and placards that said: 
“Segregation Is Par For This Course.” and 
‘We're Teed Off At Racism.” Telecasts of 
the demonstration made the national net- 
work news, ABC’s Nightline, and national - 
print media. Feeling the heat, the Atlanta 
Athletic Club publicly stated that “Black 
members would be welcome in our club.” 

Media attention also focussed on the 
upcoming PGA Men’s Championship at 
Shoal Creek. The NAACP (National Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of Colored- 


` People) had already written Hall Thomp- 


son a protest letter, and the Southern Chris- 
tian Leadership Conference in Birming- 
ham called for demonstrations against the 
PGA and the Shoal Creek Club. 


_ TAKE THE MONEY AND RUN 


As the pressure built, IBM, Toyota and 
other corporate sponsors of ABC-TV’s and 
ESPN’s coverage of the tournament 
dropped their sponsorship. Frightened 
PGA and USGA officials told the press 
they would begin to check the membership 
policies of golf clubs before selecting them 
as sites for future championship tourna- 
ments. And the Shoal Creek Club an- 
nounced that it was accepting “honorary” 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 10 


























4 Ne KKK! Neo Fascist USA! 





CAM US ACTIVISM: Who's 


Doing It... 


Racist incidents, attitudes, and institu- 


` tional structures are the daily fare for 


students of color. At high schools and 
college campuses, students have been or- 
ganizing to deal with this situation. Stu- 
dent demonstrations over these issues 
have occurred in the past year at more 
than 50 college campuses throughout the 
nation. 

A hunger strike at UC Davis, the for- 


have made to challenge institutional rac- 
ism and bring about change. We encour- 
age you to write to us about struggles 
you are involved in for future issues of 
the paper. 

Around the country, students are de- 


-Ianding diversity in both the curriculum 


and faculty, financial aid, administrative 
action to stop racial harrassment, and the 
maintenance of affirmative action pro- 








Univeristy of California at Davis ‘aaeeed to ae stone fo improve o the racial climate on 
campus after four students. aara a six-day hunger strike. 


mation of : a United Front and a two.da 
student strike at UC 
day occupation of a number of buildings 
and administration offices of the City 
University of New York —these are just 
a few of the efforts students of color 





















Berkeley, the four 


grams. One. central demand is forethnic 
~ Studies requirements | o educate about 


the history and contributions of all 
people, and to clarify the racist condi- - 
tions under which people of color 
struggle to survive. 





After massive student protests, 
Stanford and UC Berkeley have joined 
many other colleges in agreeing to add a 
required course aimed at filling in the 
gaps in a curriculum that traditionally 
excludes the experiences, contributions, 
and perspectives of people of color. High 
school students in Berkeley CA also re- 
cently won an ethnic studies require- 
ment. Introduced by Students Together 
Opposing Prejudice (STOP), it is in- 


tended “to try and counteract the racism 


in the current required curriculum,” and 
to play “a role in trying to work through 
some of the tension that exists between 
different racial groups at Berkeley 
High.” 


ETHNIC STUDIES & OTHER 
GOOD IDEAS 

No single one-semester course can 
hope to cover the many missing histo- 
ries, writings, and achievements. Nor 
can it hope to adequately counter a 
whole society that espouses history as 
the creation of white civilization. But it 


| | can raise consciousness about the white 


blinders imposed by educational institu- 
tions and educate all students about the 
particular conditions people of color face 
in U.S. society. Blatantly racist attitudes 
can be obviously discouraged, and there- 
fore become less socially acceptable. 

At the University or ney at Austin, 


lugGent and tacuity imo Į Ss insti- 


("gated a major change i ina a, 


composition class, requiring students to 
become familiar with the 1964 Civil 
Rights Act, and including reading and 
writing assignments about several court 





Fighting Back and How Theyre 


By Annie Johnston & Dave Moglin 


decisions leading up to Brown vs. the 
Topeka Board of Education (school de- 
segregation) ruling. 

In protest against this change, 56 pro- 
fessors signed a petition circulated by 
Alan Gribben, an English professor who 
argued that the University was already 
multi-cultural: “Anytime a student takes 
a foreign language course or studies Re- 
naissance Spain or learns about ancient 
Greece, he or she is having a multi- 
cultural experience.” The admini- 
stration’s response to this reactionary 
protest has been to refuse to allow any 
changes to the course “until further de- 
bate, planning and consultation have 
occurred.” 

Student Body President Toni Luckett 
promises that student protest against campus 
and institutional racism will continue. 
“We'll take to the streets,” she says, “do 


whatever it takes, any means it takes.” 


In Chelsea High School District, 
run by Boston University, Acting 
President Silber reprimanded a teacher 
for presenting material on Nelson 
Mandela, saying it was inappropriate 
to include “terrorist” philosophies in 
educational curriculum. 

In New York’s Eastern District High 
School students have walked out in pro- 
test on two separate occasions in re- 
sponse to racist statements by a teache 
and the administrations refusal to oe 

Parents in Chicago’s notoriously poor 
schools organized a public school reform 
movement, placing control of the schools 
in the hands of elected, parent-domi- 
nated councils. W 





RIC S ARD NAVIES ON 
BLACK EDUCATION 


IN IN RVIEW WITH THE HEAD OF THE 
ACI STUDIES DEPARTMENT AT BERKELEY 


bullshit in order to make it. A lot of them aren’t willing to do it. 


No KKK: Phar adin would you bene le eee 


~ - s0 on in their minds. But when you see it shown, don’t ignore it. Figure out a response, 
every time it occurs. It shouldn’t be accepted as a normal occurrence. Your response 
‘should be appropriate to the incident, from registering disapproval, on the milderend,to | 

— making i ita painful or extremely embarrassing situation for the perpetrator on the moe 
extreme end. Addressing individual racism is very important. 


Whenever you are faced with -o ae those students ar 















NOTE: In September 1990, Dr. Navies was diagnosed with chronic mylogenous 
eukemia. A bone marrow transplant is the only cure for this disease. Because a 
transplant requires that the patient and donor have similar tissue types, Black donors 
| are urgently needed. If you would like to take a donor test (a simple blood test) or | 
ontribute badly needed funds please contact: Richard D. Navies Marrow Donor | 
Fund, c/o Wells Fargo Bank, 333 Hegenberger Road, Oakland, CA 94621. JBAKC | 
| urges our readers to support this courageous Black educator. ,, 
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WHO’S FAILING WHOM? 
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cording to performance. Low-track stu- 
dents in particular experience low 
teacher expectations, dull curriculum, 
and little positive reinforcement. Class- 
rooms that emphasize cooperative group 
work allow more learning through peer 
interaction and have better learning suc- 
cess with students at all levels of perfor- 
mance.(Elizabeth Cohen, Designing 
Groupwork. Teachers College Press, NY: 
1986.) 

Yet school boards argue vociferously 
to keep tracking because they believe 3 
untracked schools might hurt “high 
achieving” (primarily white) students by 
“watering down” their education. The 
ongoing battle over quality education in 





Black students at Selma 
„High School took direct 
action against the 
tracking system with 
a five-day sit-in last 
February. 





students are relegated to low academic 
levels. An appointed, white dominated, 
school board voted to oust the Black 
school superintendent who was attempt- 
ing to dismantle Selma’s blatantly racist 
tracking system. 

Black students at Selma High School 
took direct action against the tracking 
system with a five-day sit-in last Febru- 
ary. The city’s eleven schools were 
closed down as a result of the occupa- 
tion. Meanwhile parents and community 
members conducted a sit-in at City Hall. 
Best Education Support Team (BEST), a 
parent group, organized a “pray-in and 
candlelight vigil” on May 19, Malcolm 
X’s birthday. 

Selma’s mayor responded by arrest- 
ing and jailing dozens of community 
members for peaceful protest actions, 
such as standing outside city hall with 
signs, tooting horns in support of the 
protest, and walking in front of city hall. 
The judge hearing these cases has been 
accused of bias; he stays at the mayor’s 
house while in town. 





Today CUNY has a 

student body that is 

65% people of color 
and a faculty that 
is 76% white. 





All five Black members of the school 
board have resigned in protest, and the 
white members now meet only in secret, 
in violation of the sunshine law. Black 
teachers, social workers, and others in- 
volved in the movement have been 
threatened with economic reprisals. 
Alabama’s governor has placed his sup- 
port behind the mayor and his appointed 
school board. 





The story is not unique. Boston’s first 
Black school superintendent, Dr. Laval 
Wilson, was also fired by a white-domi- 
nated school board in a district that is 
only 23% white. All four Black school 
board members and one white member 
walked out in protest. The woman ap- 
pointed to chair the search committee for 
anew Boston superintendent has stated 
that she believes her job on the school 
board is to protect the minority white stu- 
dent population from discrimination. The 
Citywide Parents Council, made up pre- 
dominantly of people of color and 
charged with overseeing school desegre- 
gation, has just had its budget slashed by 
over 50%. 

Similar battles against the tracking 
system are emerging across the nation. 
It’s a fundamental tenet of American 
schools, and a critical arena for anti- 
racist struggle. 


COLLEGE—WHAT ABOUT 
THOSE WHO “MAKE IT?” 
After a decade of affirmative action, 
access to college is very far from match- 
ing population ratios. When students of 
color do manage to make it through high 
school and into college, they often find 
themselves seated next to white students 
who believe minority students got there 
at the expense of other white students. 
Their faculty will be almost entirely 
white Da mal gad the amicam as 








Ue Berkel ley, hailed as a mod 
for achieving a diversified student ee 
(less than half white), has a tenured fac- 
ulty that is 91% white (down 2% from 
1980) and 89% male (down 1% from 
1980). 

The 60s and 70s were decades of tre- 
mendous mobilizations involving stu- 
dents, parents, and teachers all over the 
nation. University walls were beaten 
down by Black, Puerto Rican, and other 
people of color and poor people de- 
manding the right to an education. 

For instance, the City University of 
New York, which includes both two- and 
four-year degree programs at a number 
of different campuses, was forced to 
adopt an open admissions policy, and to 
eliminate tuition. Consequently, more 
people of color have received an educa- 
tion through that institution than through 
any other institution in the country. 

Yet today CUNY has a student body 
that is 65% people of color and a faculty 
that is 76% white. While eligibility to 
the system is open, access to four-year 
programs has been strictly limited and 
tuition fees have been instituted. The 
story is the same across the country: fac- 
ulty and curriculum remain bastions of 
white influence, while tuition hikes and 
financial aid cuts have made college less 
accessible. 

One in five students of ain attend- 
ing predominantly white colleges experi- 
ence racially motivated assaults, van- 
dalism, or verbal harassment, according 
to the National Institute Against Preju- 
dice and Violence. (Report issued in 
June of this year, “Campus Ethno-vio- 
lence and the Policy Options.”) Attacks 
on gay students were also reportedly fre- 
quent and rising. At the University of 
Georgia, residents of one dormitory had 
to organize patrols in the dormitory halls 
to counter the constant harassment faced 
by students of color. 


WHY DOES EDUCATION GET 
SHORT SHRIFT? 

The high school dropout rate for Black 
students, in city after city, consistently ex- 
ceeds 50%. In Chicago, 44% of Black 























Protesters in Selma, Alabama ended their five-day occupation of Selma High School, but 


still demand that the city renew the contract of Dr. Norward Rousell, the city’s first Black 
superintendent. Eleven schools closed for nearly a week to support this demand. 


adults and 56% of Latino adults are func- 
tionally illiterate. The-educational system is 
producing a huge pool of unskilled and 
largely illiterate workers. 

We are now in a period when the indus- 
trial sector is shrinking. Besides minimum 
wage service industries, there are no longer 
jobs for this labor force. From Detroit to 
Silicon Valley, layoffs are the order of the 
day. High tech industries, the promise of 
future job expansion, will provide only 6% 


of the new jobs in the next 5 years. In the 


aSt te years there Nave been three times, as, 





Hate crime violence is 
generally far more 
lethal than other types 
of attacks. Victims are 
hospitalized four times 
more often than for 
other kinds of assaults. 
Most reported hate 
crimes, on or off 
college campuses, 
were perpetrated by 
young people in their 
teens or twenties. The 
attackers, according to 
researchers, are venting 
feelings shared by their 
families, friends and 


communities.” 





many positions opened up for janitors as 
there have been for computer technicians 
while the service industry will provide over 
half of all new jobs. 

Why spend the money to educate 
people who will only be mopping floors 


` and flipping hamburgers? For white voters, 


the question is posed in more racial terms 
Why pay for “them” to get a better educa- 
tion so they can compete with my kids for 


_gument crops up over 


| contracts, hiring and promotion, mee : 





the few jobs that are out there? 

In a recent editorial, conservative col- 
umnist Stephen Chapman succinctly 
stated a common concern among white 
people. “Affirmative action,” he stated, 
means “Blacks can advance only by tak- 
ing something away from whites who 
may not have discriminated against any- 
one.” (Stephen Chapman, “Racial bias 
should never be “benign,” The Oakland 
Tribune, July 3, 1990:B7) 

In the era of the “shrinking pie” a ar- 


cande O% erin busi 





sity admissions and financial aid. That the 
rich have gotten much richer in this era is 
rarely ever considered relevant. 

Ideally, a democratic society would rec- 
tify inequality by taxing those who have an 
excess of wealth. But our society is carefully 
structured to do the opposite. While racism 
is often recognized as a systemic problem, 
many fear that its rectification will infringe 
on ordinary white peoples’ standard of liv- 
ing. Since that standard is already drop- 
ping, this fear justifies a profound unwill- 
ingness to look at the truly drastic situation 
faced by most people of color today. 


COLOR BLINDNESS 
DOESN’T HELP 

Across the country, whole communities 
are being decimated. “Color blindness” is 
counterproductive in the context of a his- 
tory characterized by race discrimination. 
While the era of affirmative action allowed 
some real gains to be made, they have now 
been largely overturned. 

Although the Civil Rights movement 
did win some access (to education, jobs, 
businesses) for many more people of 
color than had ever before been allowed 
in, these advances have been quite lim- 
ited, and for the vast majority, living con- 
ditions have actually worsened in the last 
twenty years. 

It will take a broad, active anti-racist 
movement to confront the racist struc- 
tures of American education. The move- 
ment will have to fight for anti-racist 
curriculum, an end to tracking, open ad- 
missions, free college education, and an: 
end to all the other structures designed to 
keep people of color down. 

Across the country students are mobi- 
lizing to fight for every student’s right to 
acquire the tools to live productively, un- 
derstand what’s going on, and prepare 
for a different future. The number of or- 
ganizations, actions, and victories in- 
crease daily, challenging an essential 
structure of institutional racism in 
American society. 

* Daniel Goleman, “As Bias Crimes 
Seem to Rise} ‘Scientists Study Roots of 
Racism,” NY Times, 5/29/90. @ 
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White Power on the Bench 


-The Rea 
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decline. The U.S. started the 1980s as the 
world’s largest creditor and ended itas the 
world’s largest debtor. The government defi- 
cit grew 30 times, from $30 billion to a tril- 
lion. The trade deficit grew to $200 billion a 
year. New investment in manufacturing 
hardly. grew in the 80s, while capital poured 
into junk bonds, real estate and bankrupt 
savings and loans. By summer of 1990 the 
savings and loan scandal alone would cost 
every US resident $5000. Although Reagan 
and his economists crowed about the “great 
American job machine,” half the new jobs 
created in the Reagan years paid minimum 
wage or less. 


REDIVIDING THE SHRINKING 
PIE—GETTING RICH WITH 


RONNIE — 
Reagan redivided the shrinking pie. 


| 





The rich got richer—the poor got 
poorer—and the middle has the smallest 





share since World War II. In 1990 the 
‘richest 1% will receive as much income 

as the 40% (twice the inequality 

of 1980). The richest 2.5 million people 


aaa : 


In 1990 


OS MUC 


40%—twice the 
inequality of 1980. 
The richest 2.5 million 
_ people have nearly as 
much total income 
as the 100 million 
Americans with the 
lowest incomes. 





have nearly as much total income as the 
100 million Americans with the lowest 
incomes. There were 1.5 million million- 
aires in 1989—and 3 million people 
were sleeping on the streets. 

Contrary to Republican mythology 
and popular belief, the Reagan years did 
not improve the standard of living of or- 
dinary white people. In fact, the after-tax 
income of the poorest one fifth of house- 
holds fell five percent between 1980 and 
1990, and the middle fifth gained just 
three percent (about $600 over ten 
years), while the top fifth gained 33%, 
or $19,000! 

In place of higher income, Reagan 
offered white people racist ideology, 
validating their sense of grievance, redi- 
recting the blame onto the traditional 
Black, Latino, Asian scapegoats. Instead 
of doing something to improve the situa- 
tion of white people Reagan attacked af- 
firmative action, offering white people 
the illusion of redress. 


REAGAN /BUSH SOCIAL 
POLICY—THE PEOPLE 
BE DAMNED 

Reagan’s social policy was clear from 
the minute he started running for office. 
“Get the government off the backs of the 
people, get tough on criminals, crack 
down on welfare cheats, restore tradi- 


the richest 1% 


tional family values, get rid of wasteful 
programs and balance the budget.” This 
was the rhetoric Reagan made true by 
making the country safe for corrupt 
bankers and stock manipulators, slashing 
social services, and assaulting the Black 
and other embattled communities in the 
guise of a “war on drugs.” 

Congress went along with “deregula- 
tion,” which unleashed an orgy of profit- 
making among banks, airlines, the phone 
companies, etc. And in the name of “bal- 
ancing the budget,” Congress slashed the 
social service safety net—AFDC (Aid to 
Families with Dependent Children), 
Medicare, unemployment insurance. By 
the end of the 1980s, almost 40% of 
Black families were in poverty and even 
working white families were estimated to 
be only two paychecks away from 

homelessness. : 


| ONCE UPON A TIME—CIVIL 
LEGISLA 


TION AND 


ticed Blad 
Black power movements demanded civil 
and human rights. In 1964-the US Con- 
gress passed the Civil Rights Act and 
later President Lyndon Johnson signed a 
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all the ways that the US 
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of government action to redress past dis- 
crimination. 

Affirmative action made equality a 
target, not just a good intention; it pro- 
posed concrete ways to promote equality, 


so that employment patterns would more . 


nearly resemble the population as a 
| whole. It struck down examinations and 
| physical requirements that served to ex- 

clude women and people of color. At the 
| same time, affirmative action was de- 
| signed to be divisive, to make white 
people feel that they were sacrificing 
something they were entitled to have. 
When it expanded opportunities for 
white people as well as Blacks, like the 
War on Poverty, which created more 
jobs, it was grudgingly accepted. But 
during the 80s when the US was actually 
in a disguised economic crisis, under- 
mining affirmative action was an integral 
part of redividing the shrinking pie. 

As manufacturing and public em- 


ployment layoffs continued throughout 
the decade, affirmative action became 
more and more unpopular. Tom Metzger 
and other virulent racists were doing no 
more than echoing high government of- 
ficials when they agitated against “them” 
taking white people’s jobs. 


WHITE POWER ON 
THE BENCH 

The Supreme Court has a lot of power 
to make social policy under the pretext of 





interpreting the Constitution. For 30 years, 








sweeping executive order broadly imple- 


| Tike the Black P 


an/Bush Supreme Court 





ee x 


cs 
ieee 
oe 


from 1954 un- 
til Reagan’s 
appointments 
gave ita conser- 
vative majority 
in 1984, the 
Court was an 


tional, theCourt overtumed the legal system 
of segregation in US schools, housing and 
employment. Then when Congress and the 
states passed laws to promote equality, the 
Court upheld them against law suits filed on 
behalf of disgruntled whites who saw their 
Many of the more moderate Black 


forces, as well as white liberals, breathed | = 


a big sigh of relief, convinced that they 
had successfully reformed American rac- 
is ie level of social, politi- 








ther Party, w Rs 
warned that what the US gave it could 
lenced. It has taken 15 or 20 years to see 
| how right they were. 

During the Reagan years, several jus- 
tices who had been on the Supreme 
Court for as long as 40 years died or re- 
tired, and Reagan lost no time replacing 

_ them with justices who would uphold his 
social program. The Reagan court 
played a very important role in dis- 
mantling the gains of the civil rights and 
women’s movements and reasserting 
American tradition—white and male 

| domination. The three main fronts were 

(1) the attack on women’s right to abor- 

| tion; (2) restoration of the death penalty 

and narrowing the rights of defendants 

in criminal cases; and (3) undermining 
affirmative action. 


THE ATTACK ON WOMEN 
The counter-attack on women’s repro- 
ductive freedom started the minute the Su- 





|_ preme Court upheld the right to abortion in 





The Reagan court played a very important role in 
dismantling the gains of the civil rights and women’s 
movements and reasserting American traditions 
of white and male domination. 





Roe v. Wade in 1973. Finally the Reagan 
Court, in the Webster decision of 1989, 
opened the door to state passage of laws 
outlawing abortion, and has narrowed 
women’s rights further by upholding pa- 
rental consent requirements. These deci- 
sions give aid and comfort to Operation 
Rescue, which blockades abortion clinics, 
and the clinic bombers. They also give men 
a certain nostalgia for the home being their 
castle, and support the current hysteria 
about “father’s rights” over their unborn 





children. 




















| the Supreme Court, the full frontal as- 
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The erosion of the 
rights of those ac- 
cused or convicted of 
a crime has been 
dramatic in the last de- 
cade, as state legisla- 
tures and Congress 





“set tough on crime” 
ee se nd with more prisons and 
cos : ee longer sentences. Jus- 

i tified by popularizing 
a a the idea of the danger- 
e o s ous “underclass,” it 
= S condones vigilantism. 

| aes i as The restoration of the 
EPA "1954 ` death penalty fosters 
i ruled that the notion of revenge, 
| mi was the logical application 
inherently un- ¥ =? of militarism to law 
What’ ay - is picture enforcement and 
ae mee : a E criminal justice. These 


politics and policies create a climate in 
which racial violence, such as that in 
Howard Beach and Bensonhurst, is in- 
evitable. The results have been dramatic. 
In California, for instance, the prison 
population quadrupled in the 1980s, 
while the crime rate actually declined! 
As a result of this court-supported as- 
sault, more Black men in their 20s are 
in jail than in college. 





ACY 


jority on 





L LEG 
_» As soon as Reagan had a 


sault on affirmative action in employ- 





In 1984 the Court ruled that newly 
hired Blacks can be the first fired. In 
1986 they ruled that relief for racist dis- 
crimination can be justified only with 
“convincing evidence of past discrimi- 
nation.” © 

Then in 1989, in a torrent of deci- 
sions, the court restricted the use of quo- ` 
tas to guarantee the employment of 


| minority contractors on Federal projects; 


made it harder to use statistics (such as 


| percentages of Blacks or women on a 





job) as evidence of a pattern of discrimi- 
nation; weakened the standards that 
placed the burden of proof on the em- 
ployer to disprove the charge of dis- 
crimination; allowed Birmingham, 
Alabama firefighters to re-open a “re- 
verse discrimination” case that had been 
previously rejected; and declared that 
discrimination after someone is hired is 
not covered by the law or Constitution. 


DOES AFFIRMATIVE ACTION 
- MAKE A DIFFERENCE? 

Affirmative action was never the 
complete solution to the problems of rac- 
ism that plague people of color in this 
country. 

But the results of the rash of Court 
decisions undermining affirmative action 
can already be felt. Minority businesses 
are suffering economically as so-called 
“set aside” contracts for Black and His- 
panic vendors are no longer being up- 
held by the Court. Black college 
enrollment fell at the end of the 1980s, 
and we can expect other results to show 
up in the next year. er 

As we go to press Congress is consid- 
ering legislation that might mitigate 
some of the worst effects of the Court 
assault on affirmative action. At the 
same time, however, it seems clear that 
the political will to promote affirmative 
action in employment has been pretty 
badly undermined and that affirmative 
action in education is coming under fire. 

The present composition of the Court 
(and Souter nomination looks like it will 
make it worse) guarantees that this re- 
gressive trend will continue. @ 


| 








No KKK! No Fascist USA! 


THE DUKE OF RACISM: 
KKK LEADER JOINS GOP > 


RACISTS & NEO-NAZIS GO MAINSTREAM 


An entire issue of The Nation was re- 
cently devoted to Elinor Langer’s report 
on the Neo-Nazi movement in the US—a 
section of which is excerpted here, Lan- 
ger is the author of the biography 
Josephine Herbst and has just completed 
a year as a visiting fellow in the Yale 
University American Studies Program. 
Research for Ms. Langer’s article was 
supported, in part, by grants from the 
fund for Investigative Journalism and 
the Dick Coldensohn Fund. 
by Elinor Langer 


f Tom Metzger [leader of WAR, ` 


the White Aryan Resistance, one 
of the most influencial neo-Nazi 
white supremacist groups, ed.] 
has positioned himself as far 
outside the system as it is pos- 
sible to be without going to 
jail, the opposite is true of David Duke, 
who not only wants in but wants all the 
way in, preferably as far as the White 
House. Duke is a self-assured, conven- 
tionally handsome 40-year-old Okla- 
homa-born Southerner who has been 
evading questions on national television 
since he emerged as leader of the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan in the mid- 
70s—often, as a matter of fact, the same 
questions. If the typical appearance by 
Metis on Race ani Reason features 
fhe 






Duke television appearance is a perfunc- 
tory standoff in which the host is more 
interested in conveying his righteousness 
than in the the answers, and the guest is 
more interested in conveying his mailing 
address then in the questions. 

Something of the mindlessness of 
these stalemates is suggested by a Duke 
appearance last fall on ABC News 
Primetime Live with Sam Donaldson, in 
which to every question provided by 
Donaldson by his researchers was invari- 
ably a polite denial. 

Donaldson: “You believe in the Nazi 
creed, in the Nazi views?” 

Duke: “Sir, I certainly don’t...” 

Donaldson: “Tf...you don’t believe in 
[them], why do you tell people now that 
you admire Joseph Mengele?” 
~ Duke: “J don’t say that I admire him 
at all.” 

Donaldson: “You think that blacks 
are genetically inferior to whites?” 

Duke: “No sir...” 

Donaldson: “You don’t? Well, then, 
why did you write in your National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of White 
People newsletter in 1986, and I quote, 
‘Negroes are lower on the evolutionary 
scale than Caucasians’ ?” ; 

Duke: “I don’t think I said that, sir.” 

Donaldson: “You wrote it. You didn’t 
say it, I suppose.” 

And so on. 

“You said,” Donaldson continued, 
“Jewish people have put the interest of 
race over the interest of the American 

people,” citing remarks Duke made at a 
Kian rally near Clearwater, Florida. 

‘Tve been quoted tens of thousands 
of times by tens of thousands of publica- 
tions—” 

“Did you say it? Do you deny it?” 

“Not in the way—I do not think—” 

“Did you say it?” 

“Would you let me finish?” 

“Did you say it?” 

“Sir, | don’t think I said that...” 

Duke eventually admitted to a differ- 
ent statement and changed the subject, 
though probably not before winning 
viewer support for his better manners. 


How Donaldson could sleep that 
night when he had utterly failed to estab- 
lish that his guest was not an ordinary 
racist politician leading a backlash in a 
period of black progress but a racial 
thinker whose deepest ideological roots 
go back to the Nazi era is little short of a 
wonder of nature, but then how Oprah, 

| Donahue, or Geraldo can sleep when 
they have consistently provided the neo- 
Nazis with propaganda opportunities 
possibly unrivaled since Triumph of the 
Will is a wonder too. For in the words of 
Jason Berry, a New Orleans investiga- 
tive journalist who is one of the few to 
get to the heart of the matter of David 
| Duke, “Duke is building a political base. 
grounded in Nazi master-race theory, un- 
der the noses of acquiescent Louisiana 
Republicans” —and few people under- 
stand what is happening. 

The difference between the apparent 
Duke who regularly triumphs over superfi- 
cial television hosts and the real Duke is 
less a matter of particular statements than 

_Of his system of thought. He has been so 





‘cies of their common ground, the typical 





status of classics within the movement but 
are little known outside it. 

His ideas appear to have come right 
from his bookshelves. “I came to believe 
that race was the most important thing to 
civilization in building a society and a 
nation. In fact, I came to believe the 


| most important thing in the world was 
| people—the quality of people. I came to 
feel our race was being overcome by the 


nonwhite world,” he told writer Patsy 
Sims, who interviewed him for her book, 
The Klan, in 1976. He says the identical 
thing today. The implications he draws 
from this conviction were perhaps best 
spelled out in a lament called “America 
at the Crossroads,” which he published 
in his National Association for the Ad- 


- vancement of White People newsletter in 


1983. “Immigration,” he wrote, “along 
with nonwhite birthrates will make white 
people a minority totally vulnerable to the 
political, social, and economic will of 
blacks, Mexicans, Puerto Ricans, and Ori- 
entals. A social upheaval is now beginning 
to occur that will be the funeral dirge of the 





How Oprah, Donahue, or Geraldo can sleep when 
aa have coe provided i fhe goo Dlczis ie wil 


Triumph state Willisa Wender 





beguiling to so many interviewers over the 
years that the two words most frequently 
used to describe him have probably been 
“Robert Redford,” but a more telling com- 
parison would be Dorian Gray, for he has 
one of those ageless faces upon which nei- 
ther time nor experience seems to register; 


| and, at least on film, he appears almost the 
| same now as he did in his 20s. His ideas, 


too, are changeless, expressed i inset pare) 

and sentences labeled by various reporters - 

as “tapes,” “mantras” and “songs.” A per- 

fectexemplar of what Richard Hofstadter, 

in The Paranoid Style in American Politics, 

calls a demi-intellectual, he has been a pas- 

sionate student of “racial science” since a 

| precocious encounter with Carleton Put- 
nam’s Race and Reason at age 13. For 

- many years he operated a Klan bookstore in 
the New Orleans suburb of Metairie that of- 
fered such staples of the racial movement as 
Hitler's Last Testament and innumerable 
works on race and culture, like Francis 
Parker Yockey’s Imperium, which have the 





| 


| 





America we love. I shudderto contemplate 
the future under nonwhite occupation; 
rapes, murders, robberies multiplied a hun- 
dred fold, illiteracy such as in Haiti, medi- 
cine such as in Mexico, and tyranny such 
as in Togoland. Am I an Alarmist? Is my 
vision unreal? All one has to do is look 
around this globe and see the Third World 
reality. Are whites holding every one of the 





| Duke as Grand Wizard, 1979, with KKK leader Don Black (right) at a crossburning. 


non-whites down, or are we in fact pumping 
billions of dollars into them along with ev- 


_ ery technological aid that the West can pro- 


duce? And now the West itself is gradually 
being enveloped by nonwhite immigration. 
The exploding numbers of nonwhites are 
slowly wrapping formerly white nations in 
a dark human cocoon. Shall a butterfly 
emerge, or the beast that has haunted the 
ruins of every great white civilization that 


submitted to invasion by immigration and . 


racial miscegenation?” 
Are blacks less intelligent than whites 
in terms of I.Q.? “Sure,” Duke told Hus- 


| tler magazine in 1982. “The average 
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white and black have markedly different 
1Q’s; maybe 15 to 20 points separate the _ 
two. I’ve also heard the argument that 
blacks are much more intelligent than the 





Duke as a young Nazi activist in 1971. 


lowest whites. But there are gorillas in 
this country with IQs of 90, higher than 
many people. That does not make goril- 
las and people the same.” Is integration 
acceptable? “We’re totally opposed to 
is a sink 3 SEE a only cased 





be separate zamn 


| whether in this country or even outside 


the country is something time will tell.” 


‘Did the Holocaust take place? “Jews 


gain certain advantages by promoting the 


| Holocaust idea. It inspires tremendous fi- 
| nancial aid for Israel. It makes organized 


Jewry almost immune from criticism. 
Whether the Holocaust is real or not, the 
Jews clearly have a motive for fostering 
the idea that it occurred.” 

His program is as consistent as his 
principles. A subject of constant interest 
has been “racial betterment.” Well over a 
decade ago, he advocated such eugenic 


| interventions as tax incentives for people 


with high I.Q.s to have more children, - 
and he still advocates such programs. 
His equally longstanding criticism of 
welfare —that it encourages those with 
the lowest I.Q.s to have the most chil- 
dren—is also more eugenic than eco- 
nomic. “It’s against evolution,” he says. 


| “You must understand,” he has warmed, 


“that the white people are becoming a_ 
second-class citizens’ group in our own 
country....We’re losing our rights all the 
way across the board. White people face 
massive discrimination in employment 
opportunities, in scholarship opportuni- 


| ties, in promotions in industry, in college 
| entrance examinations.” 


On the surface, such a statement 
could be a platform of an illiberal but 
still legitimate white politician willing 
to trade this or swap that for a curb on 
the minority assistance programs that 
have been offered as a result of the | 
civil rights movement, but in Duke’s 


| Case its racialist roots give it a hidden 


meaning. 

His political constancy appears to co- 
exist with an often remarked incon- 
stancy, not least of the heart. His wo- 
manizing was well known in and out of 
the racial movement long before his di- 
vorce in the early 1980s. 

Besides articles published under his 
own name, he has published pseudony- 
mously in fields ranging from the martial 
arts to the environment, including a sex 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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The shocking report released by the 
President’s Commission on AIDS that 
AIDS is now the leading killer of young 
Black women in New York and New Jer- 
sey brought into focus what many AIDS 
and health activists have been saying for 
several years. AIDS cases are already at 
epidemic levels among Black people, and 
in concert with poverty, lack of access to 
health care, unusually high incidents of 
violent death, and high rates of crack, alco- 
hol, and other substance abuse, threaten the 
survival of a generation. 

Of some one million people nationally 
who are infected with the HIV virus, about 
27 percent are Black, more than double 
their percentage of the population. An over- 
whelming percentage of women and chil- 
dren with AIDS—90 percent in New York 
City—are Black. 

Infection is rising fastest among 
Black people. In Alameda County, Cali- 





fornia, Blacks accounted for 38.4 per- 
cent of new HIV infections in 1988, 
compared to just 12.5 percent in 1982. A 
conference of Black doctors last year 
concluded, “There is no health issue in 
which minorities have a larger stake.” 

“Because of limitation on funding and 
the need for culturally sensitive outreach 
and organization, the Black community has 
traditionally been left behind in anti-AIDS 
intervention and strategy. That’s also true 
for Latinos,” the report said. 

Examples of discrimination are abun- 
dant at all levels of fighting the disease. In a 
report to the Sixth Intemational Conference 
on AIDS held in San Francisco last June, 
Julia Hidalgo of Baltimore’s Department of 
Health cited a Maryland study that white 
men with AIDS were “most likely” to re- 
ceive the best anti-AIDS drugs, and over- 
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The Sixth International AIDS Confer- 
ence held in San Francisco in June, re- 
vealed new information about the spread 
of HIV infection on the African conti- 
nent. A few of the facts are: 

e In urban areas of Zaire and Rwanda 
some 20 percent of adults are reportedly 
infected with the HIV virus. 

e The World Health Organization 
(WHO) estimates that 3—4 million 
people in sub-Saharan Africa are HIV- 
infected, more than half the global total. 
The WHO predicts 200,000 new cases 
of AIDS next year. 

e Almost 80 percent of all women 
with AIDS in the world are in Africa. 

In the conference keynote address, 
Enuice Muringo Kiereini of Kenya cited 
heavy physical burdens “imposed by 
AIDS on the traditional woman,” who 
must care for other ill members of her 
family while carrying on with work and 
home obligations. “She often lives with 
the fear that existing health services de- 
signed to protect the health of her chil- 
dren could instead bring with them new 
infections and death.” 

e 600,000 African children under age 
five are HIV-infected. 

“Africa faces the prospects of up to a 
50 percent increase in child mortality 
during the next 10 years,” said Kiereini. 


UNDERDEVELOPMENT 
Uganda, which leads Africa in the 

number of reported AIDS cases and 

where an estimated 1 million out of a 


DS in Africa 
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population of 17 million may be HIV-in- 
fected, spends about $1.60 per person, 
per year on health care. 

While two-thirds of HIV-infected 
people are in the Third World, “the 
whole industrialized world’s total annual 
contribution to AIDS programs in the 
Third World is estimated at $200 million 
or less. The total budget of the average 
national AIDS program in the develop- 
ing world is less than the cost of caring 
for 15 people with AIDS in the U.S.” 
said Dr. Jonathan Mann, formerly direc- 
tor of the WHO. 

And AIDS treatment, research and 
education are woefully under-funded in 
the U.S. In August the President’s Com- 
mission on AIDS issued a scathing re- 
port which sharply criticized government 
AIDS policies and underscored the lack 
of available drug trials and treatments, 
particularly for people of color and 
women. 

The United States spends $24 million 
dollars per day to have troops in the 
Middle East while it continues to cut 
funds for AIDS treatment and education. 

The current AIDS epidemic comes 
at a time when Africa is facing grave 
economic constraints and a decline in 
agricultural production and food re- 
serves. 

Although AIDS itself doesn’t dis- 
criminate between rich and poor, con- 
ditions of poverty aggravate its spread 
and intensify the magnitude of the 
problem in poor countries. W 
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Racism = Death 


In Emelle, Alabama, 
site of the country’s 
largest waste dump, 
70 percent of the 
population is Black. 
52 percent of the 
residents live in pov- 
erty and of those 
over 90 percent are- 
Black. 





An estimated 300,000 farm workers in the uoi 
most of them Latino and Black, are poisoned each 





“Institute. 


Of the GOO registered generic pesticides, the EPA 


can provide full assurances of safety for only six. 


65 percent of people 
in rural areas in the 
U.S. may be drinking 


water containing high 


levels of pesticides 
and other poisons. 


Seventy-five percent 
of all rural Americans 
in the West are drink- 
ing pesticide-poisoned 
water — the areas 
with the highest levels 


of contamination are 


predominantly low- 


income, Latino 


communities. 





in areas with uncon- 


communities. 


statistics come trom the United Church 
of Christ’s Commission for Racial Justice 
and were excerpted by Somini Sengupta 
for Call to Action.and Toxics and Minor- 
ity Communities by the Alternative Policy 
Institute of CIWO unless otherwise 
noted. 
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A study by the General Accounting Office examined 
legal dump sites in eight southeastern states. Of 


the four sites in the region, three are in communi- 
Three out of five Black I 


: ties where Black people are the majority of th 
and Latino people live People Homey Ot Une 


population; the fourth is in a community where Black 


people comprise 38 percent of the population. 


trolled toxic waste 





sites.Three out of the 













five largest commer- 
cial hazardous waste Communities with the most hazard- 
landfills are located in ous waste facilities have the highest 
Black or Latino percentage of non-white residents. In 
communities with (at least) one 


_ hazardous waste dump, the minority 







population is usually at least twice 





that of the communities with no 









such facilities. 
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Approximately ten. 
thousand tons of toxic 
chemical wastes, 












including carcinogenic 
PCBs are transported 
to Emelle, Alabama 
from 45 states and © 
foreign countries. 70 











Uranium is a raw material used in production of 
nuclear weapons and power plants. 





Two million tons of uranium tailings have been 


percent of the commu- _ dumped on Native American lands. Cancer rates on 





nity is Black and this is some American Indian reservations have increased 





the largest waste dump 







far above the national average. For Navajo teenag- 


in the country. ers, reproductive organ cancer is 17 times the 


national average. 





The cancer risk for people living within one mile of 
radioactive waste sites is 100 percent greater than 


Compiled by Lauren Webster, these for the general population. 


More than 350. abandoned uranium mines exist on 


js 






Navajo reservations. 
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Anti-Racist 
Resource List 


There are many local anti-racist 
groups around the country. We no longer 
have the space to list them all in this 
column. The groups and organizations 
listed here can help local organizers with 
information, contacts and other re- 
sources. 

To get a list of all the anti-racist 
groups we are in touch with, send a self- 
addressed stamped envelope to JBAKC 
San Francisco. Drop us a note to add 


: your group to the list we send out. - 


JBAKC 

John Brown Anti-Klan Committee 
No KKK! No Fascist USA! Paper 
220-9th Street, #443 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-330-5363 


JBAKC—NY 
PO Box 406 

_ New York, NY 10009 
201-324-6111 


JBAKC—Chicago 
1340 W. Irving Park Road 
Chicago, IL 60613 


PART 

People Against Racist Terror 
PO Box 10488 

Burbank,CA 91510 

Anti-Klan Hotline 213-281-7928 









Black members and trying to recruit “real” 
Black members. (Just as soon as'they can 
find some who wanted to pay the $35,000 
fee to join a racist club.) Following this 
concession by Shoal Creek, the SCLC, 
NAACP and other Birmingham civil rights 
groups called their demonstrations off. 

Professional sports in the US is an arm 
of big business, from the stadiums, to the 
salaries, to the selling of products, to the 
scores communicated worldwide by TV, 
radio, newspapers and magazines. Millions 
of people generating billions of bucks for 
the corporations. 

When Hall Thompson opened his racist 
mouth he blew the liberal-non-political-fid 
off the PGA. The corporate sponsors faced 
a big problem. Their marketing strategies 


` _of the late 1980s have consistently focused 


on specific constituencies, like the Black 
community, women, etc. The dollars and 
cents reality that the corporations faced was 
that if you sponsor a segregated event, you 
can’t turn around and sell cars or soap or 


` beer to the people your event excluded. 


Now every private country club that 
hopes to host a championship tournament 
is scrambling around looking for a token 








MY GOSH! 
Bea WIYC 
NN C is GOLF 


| positions of power in the pro golf asso- 
| ciations. Ditto all other sports. 





Up, STAND UP... AGAINST 
RACISM AND FOR HUMAN 


CDR ] : 
Center for Democratic Renewal | H T 
PO Box 50469 @ 
Atlanta, GA 30302 
404-221-0025 
| If you hate racism, sexism, homophobia 

MRR and want to help defeat them, join the 
Moxi ea John Brown Anti-Racist 

aximum Rock N’ Roll Network. 
PO Box 288 


Berkeley, CA 94701 2 Great T-Shirts: 








Fascist USA! Spread the word and 
earn money to support your anti-racist 


ARA 
Poes ; No. Nazis! No KKK! No 

SR - Fascist USA! with a Nazi skinhead, 
Mi li 554 printed in Day-Glo Red and Yellow on a EE 

inneapolis, MN 55408 black shirt. $11.50 (includes postage) 
D.C. SCAR 
Senit Caism Apainn Apani hie Focouan maces Penis cece 
and R teal blue and black on a white shirt. : 
PO Box 18291 $11.50 (includes postage) 
Washington, D.C. 20036 
BA-RA JUST SAY NO TO NAZIS! Kit. 
Bay Area Anti-Racist Acti Includes stickers, stencils for covering 

Be re Gene a COTE racist grafitti, a copy of our newspaper Ps 
PO Box 3501 No KKK! No Fascist USA! and hot new 
Oakland, CA 94609 info about Nazi Skinheads, the music È STOP RACIST VIOLENCE! SUPPORT BLACK HUMAN RIGHTS! STOP 

| scene, the racist-right and what you can i 
Nee Aia Pein Opies do to stop them. $4.00 (includes postage). NO a5! 
OX : ` n ee AD. SF rot 

ey) Distribute No KKK! No NA uf! 





eh EAEN Dignity work. Bulk orders (10 or more) just $.70 
OX ; 

per copy(includes postage), you keep the 
Portland, OR 97240 | rest. 
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_ JOHN BROWN ANTI-KLAN COMMITTEE ~ 


OZ EEMGER MALCOLM X1 FIGHT RACISM BY ANY MEANS 
y 
E Or I 
RA 





dom EE, Nazi inead and 
anti-racist action. Great for discusion 










Racism shows. copies soon. 


Black Freedom vs.White Power; Hidden History Study Guide eS 
Readings and syllabus from our UC Berkeley course, focusing on racism and the Black free- peee 
dom movement. Great for discussions; useful for students, individuals or groups. 

_ all the US history you never learned in school: Slave revolts, Black Reconstruction, Malcolm 
X, the Civil Rights and Black power movements. 300-page reader and curriculum. $30.00 
Gncludes postage) 
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| us info about racist attacks, KKK, anti-gay and anti-Semitic 
violence for our database.Your news produces this paper. 


Anti-Racist Hotline: 415-330-5363. Use i#! 


RACISM «AIDS... 








CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8 
Black member to recruit. As of now, the 
1991 PGA Championship and the US 
Open are scheduled for segregated clubs, 
as are most championship tournaments 
through 1995. And there were no Black 
women golfers in the US Women’s Open 
at the Atlanta Athletic Club, because there 
are no Blacks among the 140 women tour- 
ing golf pros. Of the 350 men on the pro 
tour there are fewer than 10 Blacks. 

Not only are professional sports rac- 
ist, they’re sexist too. At many private _ 
golf clubs, women can’t be members. 
Women golf pros receive less money, 
less media coverage, and are kept out of 


all better health care. “Black males and 
women were significantly less likely to sur- 
vive,” she said. 

AIDS activists are particularly irate at 
the tiny percentage of Black people and 
| women in government-run clinical trials. 
“President Bush, is your war against 
AIDS for white men only?” asked Peter 
Staley of ACT UP (AIDS Coalition to 
Unleash Power). 

AIDS trials, says the Oakland-based 
Center for Third World organizing, are 
important not only in efforts leading to a 
vaccine or cure, but also because AIDS 

treatment is generally extremely expen- 
| sive, “and for many AIDS patients, espe- | 
| cially those without financial resources | 
or health insurance, federally sponsored | 

AIDS trials are the only way treatments 
can be obtained.” | 

In Alameda County, California, the 
main growth of Black HIV infection is 
via male to male sex. In New York, 
Black gay men comprise at least a third 
of the AIDS caseload. Anti-gay bias has 
limited anti-AIDS efforts in some Black 
communities, but the major barrier re- 


mains racism. One AIDS activist recalls, 
“My first contact with AIDS as an epi- 
demic was not in relation to gays, but 
hysteria directed against Haitians in 
New York, and calls for concentration 
camps. A lot of people have forgotten 
that.” m 





Some readers may be saying: “Sports, 
golf—t hate golf. Who cares!” It’s not 
about sports or golf per se. It’s that the 
sports industries, like everything else in the 
US is racist at its heart. As anti-racists, it’s 
our responsibility to take on racism when- 
ever and wherever it happens. 

Tf you have news and information about 
racism in sports, or about community 
groups fighting racism in sports in your 
area, contact ARISE at: 404-621-5793. @ 
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EUGENICS = RACIST SCIENCE 


by Lisa Roth & Dave Moglin 


hile groups of white stu- 
dents expressed their rac- 
ism with vandalism and 
violence, Black and other 
students of color fought for 
ethnic diversity programs, or faculties 
that reflect the population at large and 
student bodies at many schools and for 
some back-up from the university ad- 
ministrations, which often seem to turn a 
blind eye to racism on campus. 

As students of color and their anti- 
racist white supporters cry out for equal- 
ity on campus, we think the ivory towers 
of racism deserve further scrutiny. Some 
of the nation’s leading racist intellectuals 
and ideologues are ensconced with full 
tenure at prestigious universities and col- 
leges. One of the racists hiding out in the 
halls of academe at Stanford University, 
was the late William Shockley, the No- 
bel Prize-winning scientist, known for 
his theories of Black inferiority. [See No 
KKK! Winter/Spring 1990.] 

In the spring of 1990 New York’s 
City College began an “inquiry” into the 
practices of several of its tenured profes- 
sors, including Dr. Michael Levin, ap 
professor of philosophy, who has written 















Dr. Michael Levin, professor at New York’s 
City College, who promotes theories of 
white superiority. . 


several articles for academic journals 
contending that “it has been amply con- 
firmed over the last several decades that 
on average, blacks are significantly less 
intelligent than whites.” 

Dr. Levin has argued that a deficiency 
in intelligence, rather than discrimina- 
tion or poverty, accounts for the under- 
representation of black people in 
medicine, engineering and philosophy. 

While his statements would be con- 
troversial anywhere, they have been par- 
ticularly destructive on a campus whose 
student body is 39 percent Black, 28 per- 
cent Latino, and 16 percent Asian. 

Dr. Levin, 46 is fully tenured and has 
taught at the college since 1969. He has 
a Ph.D. from Columbia University in 
philosophy. Dr. Levin, who is not a psy- 
chologist, began writing on intelligence 
in the early 1980s because of his interest 
in the “moral philosophy” of affirmative 
action. The argument for affirmative ac- 
tion, he said in an interview, has been 
that blacks need preferences because of a 
history of exclusion. But if, he said, their 
underrepresentation was due to some- 
thing besides deprivation, then whites 
can stop compensating. 

Data on such I.Q. tests as the 
Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale, he 
said, shows that the average black lags 
15 points behind whites. The common 
rebuttal to such viewpoints is that intelli- 


_ gence tests measure only performance 


on a test, and are culturally biased in fa- 
vor of a white, middle-class experience. 
If Levin was only one racist-nut-case 
who managed to land a teaching job at a 
major urban institution, that would be 
bad enough. But Levin is one of many 
eugenicists on campuses around the 
country. Is it any wonder that university 
administrators can’t meet the needs of 








students of color when they permit these 
racists to teach, study and spread their- 
doctrine, protected by the myth ofa aca- 
demic freedom. 


EUGENICS—SCIENCE OF 
RACISM 

“Eugenics” is a term first made popu- 
lar by Francis Galton (1822—1911) in 
1883, in his. widely read book Inquiries 
into Human Faculty and its Develop- 
ment. Galton, an enthusiastic eugenicist, 
took the term from the Greek word 
“eugenes.” 

Eugenicists in the U.S., Germany and 
England argued that most behavioral 
traits were genetically determined. They 


_ Teasoned that these traits could be modi- 


fied by controlled breeding. They advo- 
cated compulsory sterilization for 
“criminals, sex deviants, and the feeble- 
minded.” 

In the U.S. this movement was, and 
is, supported by professors at prestigious 
schools such as Harvard, Columbia and 
the University of California. Financial 
support came from major American 
foundations like the Rockefeller and 
Camegie foundations and many smaller 
ones. 

Between 1900 and 1930 eugenicists 
in the U.S. successfully lobbied for eu- 
genic sterilization and anti—miscegena- 


| tion laws as well as harsh criminal codes. 


Over thirty states passed eugenic steril- 
ization laws and some 70,000 Americans 


| were eventually sterilized under these 


laws. In Europe the early eugenics move- 
ment culminated in Nazi breeding farms 


ee acs in the United States, Ger- 
many, England and South Africa. The 
aim of this movement is a world of “ra- 
cially pure stocks” living in separate geo- 
graphic areas, with strict apartheid 
practiced in areas where racial groups 
share one geographic land mass. The ex- 
treme wing of this movement openly ad- 
vocates the elimination of non-white 
races, Jews, and homosexuals. The new 
eugenics movement is supported by a 
growing network of foundations, asso- 
ciations, journals and academicians. 


THE PIONEER FUND 

Founded in 1937, by Frederick 
Osborn, Secretary of the American Eu- 
genics Society, and Harry Laughlin, Di- 
rector of the Carnegie Institute’s 
Eugenics Record Office, the Pioneer 
Fund, which promotes theories of Black 
inferiority, is still active today. 

During the 1950s and 60s the Pioneer 
Fund was directed by Rep. Francis E. 
Walter, who was the chairman of the 
House Committee on Un-American Ac- 
tivities. Two other Board members were 
Henry Garrett, then head of the Psychol- 
ogy Department at Columbia University, 
and James O. Eastland, the right-wing 
Senator from Mississippi. The Fund’s re- 
sources came from by Wycliff Draper, 
who died in 1972 and left the Fund $1.4 
million. By 1981 the Fund’s assets had 
increased to $4.2 million. 

Directors of the Pioneer Fund in 1981 
included John B. Trevor, a founder of the 
American Coalition of Patriotic Societies 
and an advisor to Billy James Hargis’ 
Christian Crusade. In the mid-1970s the 
Pioneer Fund helped bring Roger 
Pearson, British author of Eugenics and 
Race, to the US. Pearson received Pio- 
neer funds and worked with Willis Carto, 
who runs the ultra-conservative Liberty 
Lobby and publishes the right-wing and 
anti-Semitic newspaper, The Spotlight. 

Other recipients of Pioneer grants in- 
clude the late William Shockley of 
Stanford University ($179,000 over 10 
years) and Arthur Jensen of UC Berke- 
ley, leading proponents of Black inferi- 
ority; Dr. Frank McGurk; and R.Travis 


= 











Osborn of the University of Georgia, 
who is a leader of the new eugenics. 
Currently the Pioneer Fund is financ- 
ing the racist “English Only” Movement, 
which is attempting to make English the 
only language permitted in the United 
States. This would do away with bilin- 
gual education, all information flyers and 
pamphlets from the federal government 
would be published in English only, and 
official signs in government buildings 
would be printed in English only. _ 
Pioneer has also funded Dr. Audiey 





‘groids that all their problems are caused 
by racism, a dogma that...has unjustly 
blamed many fair minded teachers for 
the ethnic achievement gap in our 
schools.” 

C.D. Darlington concludes the vol- 
ume with a discussion on “emancipa- 
tion.” 

“Thousands of Negroids were re- 
moved from Africa, where the women 
bore children and did the work while the 
men did the fighting and kept the popula- 
tion stable in numbers. On the North 





By 1930 eugenicists in the U.S. successfully lobbied 
for eugenic sterilization and anti-miscegenation laws. 
Over thirty states passed eugenic sterilization laws 
and some 70,000 Americans were eventually 

sterilized under these laws. 





Shuey, whose book The Testing of Negro 
Intelligence, has been the basis for many 
racist studies including those of Arthur 
Jensen, and R.J. Herrnstein, Professor of 
Psychology at Harvard. Modern eugen- 
ics arguments are typified in Human 
Variation: The Biopsychology of Age, 
Race and Sex, one of the new eugenics 
texts available in college libraries today. 
Published by the Academic Press in 
1978, the text contains 11 original essays 


| ve pore Be ea Jensen a : 
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Harcourt, Brace, Jovanovich — one of 
the largest and most reputable publishing 
houses in the US. A similar text by John 
R. Baker, entitled Race, was published 
by the prestigious Oxford University 
Press in both London and New York. 


RACIST IQ THEORIES 

Dwight Ingle, Professor Emeritus at 
the University of Chicago, and a con- 
tributor to Human Variations says “If we 
accept the “Negroid-Caucasoid IQ gap’ 
as a characteristic of their diverse 
hereditability, we might stop telling Ne- 


| cal power. They may oe escape from 
these responsibilities by claiming an intel- 





American and West Indian plantations, 
they all had work. There was neither 
famine nor unemployment, and there 
was very little war. The environment 
was more favorable than anything they 
had experienced in Africa. As slaves, 
they improved in health and increased in 
numbers. 

“The intellectually well-endowed races, 
classes, and societies have a responsibility 
for the problems of race mixture, of immi- 


| ec at have aisen 
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lectual and therefore, moral equality be- 
tween all races, classes, and societies. But 
the chapters of this book, step by step, de- 
prive them of the scientific and historical 
evidence that might support such a com- 
fortable illusion.” 

From Human Variation: The Bio- 
psychology of Age, Race, and Sex, 
R. Travis Osborne, Clyde E. Noble and 
Nathaniel Weyl, eds. Academic Press, 
New York, 1978, pp.383-384. 


CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 
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~ EUGENICS TEACHER PLANS = 
RETURN TO CLASSROOM IN CANADA 
AMID STUDENT PROTESTS 


“Toronto, ‘Canada — Controversial professor Phillipe Rushton 5 
om for the Fall, 1990 term has studen across Ontario outraged. 
Last: spring, several hundred students chanting, “One race, the human ra 2 . 
_ occupied the department of psychology at the University of Western Ontario. 
They came from University of Toronto, York and Guelph to. poral with the 
Academic Coalition for Equality (ACE) at Western. 

Rushton’s theory, which states “orientals” (Asians) are racially superior to 
whites who are superior to Blacks has been widely denounced as bogus and un- 
scientific. Rushton plans to integrate his theories into a core eo course — 
he will be teaching at Western this during the fall 1990 session. e 

“We're not allowing him to enter classrooms to teach,” "said A 
‘son, Kizito Serumaga. “We can march, sit in, put out a call 2 

people. We have the power to disrupt. The lev of negative publicity will be 
— as i that man starts a a. 


Rushton first Se his theory of racial heey in 1989.5 
statistics like cranial capacity, ovularon rate |) pa size. 


calls Rushton’ s work a and ado caiie - 
___ ACE co-founder Geraldine Stephenson : said the spring l 
were just an ` “appetizer” for what would occur if Rushton is 


____Western’s vice president Collins come 
. boycott classes. Hi is not fairi to say | that th 
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THE DUKE OF RACISM 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7 


manual that tells women how to please 
men. 

That slipperiness does not affect his 
constituents, one of whom, asked recently 
before television cameras why she idolized 


organizational alter ego, the Liberty Lobby. 
In February 1989 he was elected to the 
Louisiana legislature from Metairie as a Re- 
publican and, although he lost a bid for the 
party’s official nomination, he is now run- 
ning in Louisiana’s open 
ptimary as a maverick Re- 








Duke the Republican, 1989: arms up on election 
night. 


Duke, replied simply, “Because he hates 
niggers,” but it bothers some within the ra- 
cial movement, who often wonder whether 
they can trust him or not. 


Whatever Duke’s personality, he has al- 
ways been on the move. An activist as well 
as a reader, he seems to have spent the 
years following his Putnam Epiphany 
searching for the correct organizational 
form to express his convictions: the Klan in 
high school; the White Youth Alliance, 
which he formed when he was at Louisiana 
State University and which became affili- 
ated with various Rockwell-related splinter 
groups in college; and after graduation the 
Klan again, the base from which he made 
his initial national impact. Duke’s leader- 
ship, first of the Louisiana Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan and then of its national of- 
fice, was important for several reasons, not 
least his recruitment of some powerful 
men, including Metzger in Califomia, 
Louis Beam in Texas, Bill Wilkinson in 
Louisiana, and Don Black in Alabama, 
many of whom remain central to the racial 
movement today. Duke also modemized 
the organization, welcoming women and 
Catholics for the first time, dressing in suits 
rather than robes and proclaimed himself 
“National Director’ instead of “Imperial 
Wizard.” Under his auspices, the Klan con- 
ducted a military organizing drive thatmade 
itself felt at Camp Pendleton in California, at 
Fort Hood in Texas and in the Navy, and ex- 
perienced something of a general revival as 
well. 

In 1980, in part because of a struggle 
with Wilkinson, who was running the 
Knights of the Ku Klux Klan’s Louisiana 
branch, Duke left to form the National As- 
sociation for the Advancement of White 
People, which he described then, as he does 
now, as a “civil rights lobby for white 
people” and which he has used in his march 
into mainstream politics. That effort began 
in 1976, when he won about a third of the 
votes during an unsuccessful statewide run 
for the Louisiana Senate in the campaign as- 
sisted by Metzger. He ran again with similar 
results in 1979 but clearly did not lose the 
taste, and in the late 1980s he began a new 
electoral phase. In 1988 he ran for President 
in the Democratic primaries in a number of 
states and, when that effort collapsed, as the 
presidential candidate of the Populist Party, 
a campaign backed primarily by the party’s 


| and is married to Duke’s former wife. Also 








publican for the U.S. Sen- 
ate seat held by Democrat 
J. Bennett Johnston. 
What is important about 
Duke’spoliticalbiography, 
however, is that although it 
is usually represented asa 
succession it is actually 
more of an accretion. On 
the course from his adoles- 
cent Klan membership to 
his present Republicanism, 
Duke has touched all the 
important bases of the ra- 
cial movement in the 
United States and aban- 
doned none. His relation- 
ship with former associates 
such as Metzger and Beam 
might not be what they 
once were, but they are not 
known to be broken either, 
and Duke’s political entou- 
rage is full of familiar faces. 
When he announced his 
Democratic presidential bid 
in Atlanta in 1988, there 
cheering him on was Don 
Black, the Alabama Klan 
leader, who is best known 
for his role in a neo-Nazi/ 
Klan attempt to overthrow 
the government of the island of Dominica in 
‘return for land for paramilitary training 
camps. Black was technically Duke’s suc- 

~ cessor in the national Knights of the KKK 


then the Imperial Wizard of a different Klan . 
organization, the Invisible Empire, and such 
old-line racists as Ed Fields, founder of the 
National States Rights Party and editor of its 
paper, The Thunderbolt, with which Duke 
had some connection as long ago as college. 
In addition to Black, whose political 
life began as a Rockwell follower, Duke 
is also actively associated with two other 


| men whose Nazi ties go directly back to 
| the time of George Lincoln Rockwell: 

| James Warner, head of an anti-semitic 

| church, newsletter and book publishing 
| operation known as the New Christian 

| Crusade Church in Metairie, Louisiana, 
| who began as an information officer for 


the National Socialist White People’s 
Party, the successor to Rockwell’s 
American Nazi Party and Ralph Forbes, 
head of a similar operation in Arkansas 
called the Sword of Christ Good News 
Ministry, who started out as the so-called 
commander of the American Nazi 
Party’s western division. Warner, a long- 
time partner of Duke’s in the book busi- 
ness, resumed a ruptured relationship 
with him to assist in his legislative cam- 
paign and in January 1990 served as an 
elected Duke delegate to the Louisiana 
Republican convention. Forbes, who re- 
cently made an unexpectedly strong bid 
for the G.O.P. nomination for lieutenant 
governor of Louisiana, is publisher of a 
newspaper called The Truth, whose inau- 
gural edition January 1989) announced 
in banner type, “Good News America: 
There is a-White Christmas in Your Fu- 
ture;” sold Rockwelliana as well as many 
other items of neo-Nazi memorabilia, 
such as “Musik of the Afrika Corps;” in- 
cluded several pages of satire calling 
Michael Dukakis “Michael Dukikiz,” 
presenting Willie Horton as LR.S. com- 
missioner and Rabbi Meir Kahane as 
chief justice; and featuring a mock 
pledge of allegiance to ZOG, presumably 
to illustrate the fate America so narrowly 
escaped. Forbes was the director of 
Duke’s 1988 presidential campaign. So 
dense and long-lived are Duke’s Nazi 
associations, in fact, that you would 





think the only way he could escape them 





would be through reincarnation. Like the 
fictional General Guzman in Lawrence. 
Thornton’s novel Imagining Argentina, 
Duke “sees history from the time of the 
Romans to the rise of Hitler as a dark age 
in which men and women of many na- 
tions became philosophically perverted, 


denying the necessity of a single-minded. 


vision, of the purity he believes Hitler 
saw and embraced as fiercely as a wild- 
eyed prophet ... on a windy mountain- 
top.” Like Guzman, too, he “has met 
secretly in heavily guarded houses deep 
in the jungle, or in cafesin tiny villages 
where he has looked across the table at 
Mengele and lesser exponents of that 


| dream which he feels more than ever was 


defiled by the faint of heart, the woman 
in man’s spirit,” communing with his 


| mentors—if only, in Duke’s case, in his 








dreams. 


DO HIS CONSTITUENTS 
UNDERSTAND? 

How much Duke’s present admirers 
understand of his vision is open to ques- 
tion. His campaign literature avoids ob- 
vious racialist formulations while bluntly 
attacking the “illegitimate welfare rate,” 
minority set-asides, illegal immigration 
and affirmative action in language de- 
signed to appeal to the “middle-class, 
productive” American. The Louisiana 
Coalition Against Racism and Nazism, 
which follows Duke closely, believes he 
has been successful in detaching his past 
from his present, following a “dual strat- 
egy” by which “in public he promotes 
moderate conservatism, keyed to racial is- 
sues,” while “within his activist circle,he _ 
continues a second campaign, a shadow 
campaign, [embodying his] long-term de- 
sign, his dream of a genetically engineered 
super race, bom into existence by a legion 
of white supremacists.” 

As unlikely as it seems that any 
American politician with even a hint of 


is that De is doing er For his oe 
lative campaign from tiny Metairie, more 








than $130,000 came in from supporters 
around the country, and his Senate race 
has raised more than $700,000 so far. He 
has a mailing list of about 30,000 donors. 
A poll commissioned by three-term 
Senator Johnston shows Duke with a.98 


percent name recognition factor com- 


pared with Johnston’s own 88 percent. 
General polls show Duke running with 
about 25 percent of the public’s support, ` 
well ahead of the official Republican candi- 
date, Senator Ben Bagert, though far behind 
the 60 percent of Democratic incumbent 
Johnston. Since 26 percent of Louisiana’s 
voters are black, Duke would need 70 per- 
cent of the white vote in order to get to 
Washington. 

Throughout his career, Duke has con- 
sistently done better than people have ex- 
pected. His staff points out that two days 
before he won his legislative seat polls 
showed him running behind, and con- 
cludes that people are reluctant to tell“ 
poll takers their true opinions—a view 
shared by reporters, who are seeing large 
crowds on the campaign trail. A similar 
phenomenon may be occurring at the 
legislature, where the House, against all 
predictions, passed a Duke-sponsored 
anti-affirmative action bill at the end of 
May, a development that left opponents 
so nonplused that one of them, searching 
for explanations other than that people 
agreed with the bill’s contents, cited the 
full moon. 

According to recent reports, Duke 
is also finding himself increasingly 
more welcome in the New Orleans so- 
cial and political establishment. With 


each step forward, the possibility of 


the Republican Party mobilizing 
against Duke decreases. Like other 
ideological politicians, he may sell out 
as he moves up—but then again, he 
may not. The only thing that can be 
said for certain is that as long as David 
Duke is in elective office—any of- 





movement and conventional politics 
will get narrower. W 
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No KKK! No Fascist USA! 


~ Tue New Richt: BIBLEs, 
BABIES AND BALLOTS 


by Alan Huff 


he Christian Right is 

a part—a very sub- 

stantial part—of the 
broader political Right in 
this country, a conservative 
convergence in the last two 
decades of religious, politi- 
cal, media and financial 
groups hoping to halt the 
economic and military de- 
cline of the U.S. empire. 


They aim to achieve this in a way 
which the liberals, moderates and old- 
style conservatives in both the Demo- 
cratic and Republican Parties have been 
unable or unwilling to do. While agree- 
ing with the extremist right such as the 
KKK and neo-nazis that a mass move- 
ment of white people is necessary for 
lasting change, they reject the extrem- 





aws on the wide- 
spread dissatisfaction with big govern- 
ment, big labor and what is seen as the 
drift away from 
the traditional 
values of God, 
family and coun- 
try. They focus 
their efforts on 


lished political 
and religious in- 
stitutions into 
weapons for cre- 
ating their “tradi- 
tional” society. 


THE KEY PLA- 
YERS IN THE 
NEW RIGHT 
Some of the 
key figures in the 
New Right are: 
Richard Mellon 
Scaife, who’s fi- 
nancial empire in- 
cludes Gulf Oil 
and Martin Mari- 
etta Corp. and who 
contributed over 
$150 million to 
New Right insti- 
tutions; Joseph Coors, John Bircher and 
beer baron who funds the Heritage 
Foundation and the Committee for the 
Survival of a Free Congress; and the 
Bechtel Corporation. Other notables in- 
clude Senator Jesse Helms, direct mail 
fundraising wizard Richard Viguerie, 
Paul Weyrich, Jeanne Kirkpatrick, 
Phyllis Schiafly and Jerry Falwell. 


REAGAN’S ELECTION 


Reagan’s election was the first major 


victory of the New Right and his presi- 


dency reflects the success of the New 










Right’s agenda. It featured eight years of 


massive military, build-up and foreign in- 
tervention, devastating cut-backs in so- 
cial programs for poor and Third World 
people, the renewed strength of state re- 
pressive institutions such as the CIA and 
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FBI, and a broad appeal to white, Chris- 
tian citizens as its base of support. 

The campaigns and activism of the 
evangelical Christian movements function 
in the context of the overall New Right, 
whose members reach the highest levels of 
the ruling class and whose strategies are 
geared more to serving their own eco- - 


groups like Operation Rescue use to 
recruit new activists and financial sup- 
port. There are, no doubt, many minis- 
ters as well in mainstream and 
fundamentalist churches who honestly 
believe that biblical law supersedes a 
woman’s right to control over her own 
body. 





“The abortion issue is the door through which many 
people come info conservative politics, but they don’t 
stop there,” according to New Right leader, Richard 
Viguerie. “We lead them to concern about sexual 
ethics and standards among young people. 

This leads to opposition to secular humanism, the 
royal road to socialism and communism.” 





nomic and political interests than to serving 
any god. Through the skillful promotion of 
a religious ideology that equates a strong ~ 


ment 





Tical 
identity between their own class interests 
and God’s will. 
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ATTACKING WOMEN’S 
RIGHTS 

The anti-abortion issue provides an 
important example. In her book, Spiri- 
tual Warfare, Sara Diamond documents 
how in 1988 Randall Terry, seeking a 
way to gain more publicity for the anti- 
abortion movement, turned to civil dis- 
obedience at abortion clinics under the 
banner of Operation Rescue. She also de- 
scribes other strategies such as harass- 
ment, deceptive pregnancy counselling 
centers, parental consent legislation and 
clinic bombings. 

From one perspective, the anti- 
abortion movement can be seen as a 
primarily religious effort to end what 
the fundamentalists consider to be a 
heinous crime in the eyes of God. And, 
indeed, this is the argument which 
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A NEW POLITICAL ORDER 
But for the New Right leaders work- 
ing for a new political order in the U.S., 


SoS 
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recognized as a key organizing vehicle. 
Richard Viguerie, together with Paul 
Weyrich and Howard Phillips, used the 


3 





abortion issue to make the Christian 
Right a mass movement, crossing de- 
nominational, class and ethnic lines to 
unite millions of conservative Ameri- 
cans. According to Viguerie: “The abor- 
tion issue is the door through which - 
many people come into conservative 
politics, but they don’t stop there. Their 
convictions against abortions are like the 
first in a series of dominoes. Then we | 
lead them to concern about sexual ethics 
and standards among young young 
people. This leads to opposition to secu- 
lar humanism, [which is] the godfather 
and the royal road to socialism and com- 
munism.” 

On the nuts and bolts of organizing, 
Weyrich argued that persuading the Re- 
publican Party to take a firm stand 
against abortion, would split the strong 





Catholic voting block within the Demo- 
cratic Party. He and others recruited 


Jerry Falwell to lead the Moral Majority 


as a vehicle for applying pressure on the 
GOP. Thus “traditional family values,” 
anti-abortion, homophobia and other 
“Christian” issues are a means to politi- - 
cal power rather than the goals of a 
moral crusade. Furthermore, the reli- 
gious right has tried to push the abortion 
fight beyond the realm of the political, 
judicial and legislative process, claiming 
it speaks for a higher moral authority. 
The right to abortion is symbolic of a 
whole range of human behavior which 
the Christian Right would like to control 
or prohibit. More importantly, the issue 
itself is actually central to the entire New 
Right project. 
A woman’s right to control her own 
body is the right to control her life, her 


| sexuality, reproductive options, rela- 


tions with men and with women, the 
family, the workplace. This basic 
feminism—and the women’s move- 
ment that promotes it—is a fundamen- 
tal challenge to the New Right. It 
places individual moral decision-mak- 
ing in a social context outside church 
and state authority. It challenges the 
domination of the patriarchal nuclear 
family and the traditional subjugation 

“supports and 18 part © 
gay and lesbian liberation. 

The New Right links “pro-family” is- 
sues with domestic social questions and 

E international for- 
eign policy. Femi- 
nism, women’s 
liberation, and les- 
bian liberation 
confront this effort 
head-on. Exposing 
the connections 
between oppres- 
sion in the per- 
sonal, social, and 
political realms, 
feminists take 
sexuality out of the 
control of men and 
media and out of 
the male-domi- 
nated bedroom. 
Women’s libera- 
tion embraces is- 
sues of racism, 
exploitation and 
U.S. aggression as 
women’s issues ... 
human issues. 

An important 
part of the New 
Right’s agenda has 
been to turn back 
the tide of progressive change begun in 
the 1960s. It has done much to create a 
climate where today’s high school and 
college-age people are ignorant of the 
real history of the U.S.—history as re- 
cent as 20-30 years ago—thus wiping 
out the lessons of the Civil Rights Move- 
ment and building an atmosphere where 
it’s okay to be a racist again. The New 
Right denies the horrors of World War II 
and promotes a resurgence of anti- 
semitism; they have launched an ideo- 
logical attack against the women’s, gay 
and lesbian liberation movements. 

The New Right has made some sig- 
nificant and frightening gains in the last 
ten years. But it has also helped spark a 
rebirth of progressive movements con- 
fronting ther. The readers of No KKK! 
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are part of that movement. E 
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of women in both home and society. It 
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An open letter from 
Dr. Alan Berkman, 
Political Prisoner 


I am a political prisoner here in the 
United States. I was convicted of weap- 
Ons possession and other “politically 
Motivated criminal acts” (a designation 
used by Amnesty International), and 
have been in prison since 1985. Long 
before I became a prisoner, I was a po- 
litical activist and, since 1971, a commu- 
nity doctor. : 

I treated Native Americans during the 
siege at Wounded Knee, and prisoners 
after the Attica rebellion. I’ve also 
treated many political prisoners—some, 
the victims of government torture, like 
Sekou Odinga, a New Afrikan [Black] 
nationalist, whose pancreas was de- 
stroyed by FBI “‘interrogations;” and 
others who were the recipients of inten- 
tional medical neglect, such as Andres 
Figueroa Cordero, a Puerto Rican 
independentista, whose cancer was al- 
lowed to advance to such a degree that 
he died a few months after his release 
from prison. 


BERKMAN GETS CANCER 

Shortly after my own entry into 
prison, I developed a lymphatic cancer 
known as Hodgkin’s disease.Let me say, 
both as a doctor and a patient, that can- 
cer treatment can be difficult under the 
best of circumstances; the solitary con- 
finement and security measures I en- 
dured in prison were not the best. 

The FBI and the U.S. Marshals Ser- 
vice wanted to send me to a notoriously 
bad federal prison hospital in Spring- 





—a hospital incapa 
treating lymphatic cancer, But a small 
group of friends, family, and support- 
ers—and a humane judge—kept me out 
of the government’s hands. I got decent 
treatment, and my cancer went into re- 
mission. But there were some hard days. 

For example, I underwent a painful, 
six-hour test in which tubes were sewn 
into my feet, then an oily dye was 
pushed into my body from eight in the 
morning until two in the afternoon. I was 
handcuffed to the hospital bed. There 
were literally dozens of armed marshals 
in the room with me, as well as the po- 
lice force outside the hospital. 

When it was lunch time, they refused 
to release my hands so that I could eat. 
There I was, sewn into this machine, 
though the tubes in my feet, and still had 
to be handcuffed. You see, I had been la- 
beled a “terrorist,” so I wasn’t human in 
their eyes. 

Meanwhile, the Justice Department 





“There are three things I 
want to tell you.” 





ating table—and the growth was proven 


and FBI pursued my legal case—pur- 
sued it much more vigorously than if I 
had been a white supremacist or had 
broken the law for my own personal 
gain. I was sentenced to 12 years in 
prison—more than most “criminals,” 
but a lot less than most U.S. political 
prisoners and “prisoners of war” (an in- 
ternational status claimed by some anti- 
colonial militants in the U.S.). 

The Federal Bureau of Prisons and the 
FBI retaliated for my less-than-life sen- 
tence by sending me to the maximum-se- 
curity penitentiary in Marion, Ilinois. The 
conditions at Marion are inhuman; total 
lockdown [24-hours a day in a small cell]; 
once-a-week recreation for two hours; no 
human contact visits; two 10-minute 
phone calls a month; drinking water from a 
toxic waste site; an unlicensed prison doc- 
tor. Just the place to stimulate a recurrence 
of cancer. 

I wasn’t in Marion long, however. In 
May, 1988, I was transferred to Wash- 
ington, D.C. when I was indicted, along 
with five other anti-imperialists, on 
charges that have since been dismissed. 

Because of our political status, we were 
placed in the Washington, D.C. Detention 
Facility, under intense special security con- 
ditions. We were locked into tiny cells’al- 
most all of the time, and shackled when we 
left these cells. For a full year.we never 
went outside. My medical checkups were 
also never kept up. 

This past spring, I began to tire eas- 
ily. I, not the prison doctor, found an en- 
larged lymph node in my pelvis. A long 
overdue CT scan showed that my cancer 
had recurred—yet the prison doctor told 

me to come back in five months. After 
another delay, I finally had a biopsy— 
«during which I was shackled to the oper- 
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“At that point, a federal judge ordered 
that I be treated either at the Bureau of 
Prisons’ one adequate hospital in Roch- 
ester, Minnesota, or by a cancer special- 
ist in Washington. But the Bureau of 
Prisons refused—they simply disobeyed 
the order. The Bureau’s position is that 
no one—judges included—can tell them 
how to handle their “high security” pris- 
oners, The message was clear: I could 
get incompetent care at Springfield, or I 
could die untreated. 

Fortunately, pressure from friends, 
family, and an outpouring of support, 
even an article in The New York Times 
(Anthony Lewis, May 15, 1990) stopped 
the Bureau’s plans. I have just finished 
my first cycle of chemotherapy here in 
Washington, D.C.. 


CALLS FOR RELEASE 


As a “security risk” here in Washing- 





ton, my chances of recovery from can- 






“No, make that two 
things.” 


cer remain poor unless I am released 
from prison. Although I have been eli- 
gible for parole since 1987, and have al- 
ready served more time than the 
sentencing guidelines call for, my parole 
date has been set for July 1992. 

If I had renounced my revolutionary, 
anti-racist politics, I would have been re- 
leased on parole long ago. I am now asking 
the U.S. Parole Commission for immediate 
release on humanitarian grounds, I’d like 
each of you, please, to write or phone on 
my behalf, and to ask you friends, political 
groups and government representatives to 
do so too. My parole is only just, and it 
must be soon. For time, right now, is very 
important to me. 

: Alan Berkman, 
DC Jail 


YOU CAN HELP! 

In the anti-war movement, at Attica 
and at Wounded Knee Alan Berkman did 
not fail to act when his help was needed. 

Now Alan needs your help. 

If not for his political beliefs, Alan 
would have been free long ago, but like 
so many other progressive political pris- 
oners he will not renounce his beliefs in 
social justice. Take a moment to write a 
letter to the parole board urging Alan 
Berkman’s immediate release. Address 
letters to: 

U.S. Parole Commission 

Air World Center, Suite 220 

10920 Ambassador Drive 

Kansas City, MO064153 

Att: Irma Huseman, Case Analyst 


JBAKC urges every one of our read- 
ers to write a letter to the Parole Com- 
mission and send a copy to us. Well 
forward your letters to Alan Berkman. E 





LETTER TO THE EDITOR: 

I am an anti-racist activist and a sup- 
porter of JBAKC. I participated in the 
May Sth demonstration against the 
American Front racist skinheads in San 
Francisco, called by several groups, in- 
cluding JBAKC. I feel the need to raise a 
. few issues for discussion. 

I was impressed by the size of the 
May Sth turnout (about 400) and by the. 
range of groups represented—punks, 
anti-racist skinheads, anarchists, lesbian 
and gay activists, and progressives of all 
stripes. 


SEXISM & HOMOPHOBIA 

It was great to see so many people 
challenging the hate, bigotry and nar- 
row-mindedness these Nazis represent. 
Therefore, later on as we confronted the 





racists, I was dismayed at some of the 


“What a waste it is to lose 


one's mind, or not to have 
a mind is being very 
wasteful.”* _ 





shouts coming from “our side,” calling 
the AF’ers “fags” and “sissies” and yell- 
ing, “Hitler was a faggot!” 

I am not gay, but I support gay and 
lesbian liberation, not only because gay 
people are oppressed by this white, 
male-dominated society, but also be- 
Cause gay activists are confronting the 
oppressive institutions and culture that - 
keep us all down. They help point the 
way to a new way of living and thinking 
free of stereotypes, mental straight jack- 
ets and prejudice. These are goals I as- 
sumed all of us at the rally shared, I was 
wrong. Being “anti-Nazi” didn’t stop 
some people from being anti-gay. I was 
glad one of the rally organizers chal- 
lenged the anti-gay attitudes, but I still 
left with a bitter taste in my mouth. ~ 


GLORIFIED VIOLENCE 
I also thought about other things I’ve 
seen or heard of coming down in parts of 
the anti-racist movement. Things like ex- 
cessive or glorified violence, or a view 
that the only valid response to the Nazis 
is a baseball bat upside the head and if - 
you’re not big enough or tough enough 
to go hand-to-hand with them, you have 
less to offer and should go to the back of 
the demo or worse, not even come to the 
demo. I feel this ties in with what is of- 
ten a real lack of respect for women. I’ve 
heard of anti-nazi groups that see 
women as supporters and “girlfriends” 
while keeping the strategizing and action 
to the boys. Movements that don’t wel- 
come and value all kinds of participation 
from all kinds of people (not just fight- 
ing men) are destined to stay small, iso- 
lated and insignificant. 
_ Trealize that lots of groups are trying 
to deal seriously with these issues and 
eat. 









TT ee not p 
ranks. If we’re coming together to fight ; at 
Tacists, we’ve got to fight against the 

other sicknesses in our society includinge*" "=" 
anti-gayness and sexism. If that’s not 

what we’re doing, then I wonder how 

much different things will really be after 

all the Nazi skinheads are gone. 

San Francisco, CA 


Dear JBAKC: 

I’m so glad your paper exists. All the 
catchy phrases and images will help stop 
the flow of racism. However, I’m also 
saddened by your lack of coverage of 
women of color. Although JBAKC 
claims to fight sexism, your spring 1990 
paper contains only two photos of 
women. Ten are photos are of men, Pd 
love to see at least half your material de- 
voted to women of color. Why hot fea- 
ture articles on Fanny Lou Hamer, Maya 








Angelou; Barbara Walker, Alice Walker, 
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Angela Davis, Sojourner Truth, Zora 


Neale Hurston? Let’s see more women 
resisting racism in No KKK! try it, your 
readers will like it. 

$ Virginia City, NV 


Dear JBAKC: 


I recently received a copy of your 
Newspaper, No KKK! No Fascist USA!, 
and enjoyed it very much. Things have 
been fairly quiet here in Ames, but there 
have been a few racist and homophobic 
incidents. Fortunately, there is a commu- 
nity group in Ames called the Commit- 
tee on Equality that monitors these 
incidents and provides education. 

- I was happy to see that Harvey Gantt 
won the Democratic primary in North 
Carolina. Let’s hope he beats Jesse 
Helms this fall. 

Ames, TA 


WHAT IS BLACK POWER? 
REPRINTED FROM 
ANTI-RACIST ACTION 
NEWSLETTER, MARCH 1990 

Black Power is the struggle for Afri- 
can-American people to regain their cul- 
ture and rights that they have had stolen 
from them because of slavery and White 
Supremacy in this country. 

Black Power and White Power are 
not the same thing! White Power groups 
want white people to have all the power 
while non-white people are either killed, 
enslaved or oppressed in some other 
way. Black Power groups aren’t seeking 
power over other people, they are just 
seeking the right to determine their own - 
destiny instead of having it determined 
for them by a racist government at 
does not cater to their needs. Sc 


elie from white people, but so they 
can control some of the land that they 
slaved on for hundreds of years. 

As a matter of fact, after the Civil 
War during Reconstruction the US Gov- 
ernment promised each former slave 40 
acres of land and a mule to compensate 
for slavery. Apparently the US 
Government’s word isn’t worth spit be- 
cause former slaves didn’t receive any- 
thing but lynchings from the KKK, Jim 
Crow laws, and shitty lives as sharecrop- 
pers which in many cases was just as 
bad as slavery. 

White people shouldn’t be afraid of 
Black Power (unless they are racist). 


_ Most Black Power advocates are not out 


to kill white people, they are just trying 
to get what is rightfully theirs. Any white 
person with a conscience should show 
their support for Black Power. White 
people who call themselves anti-racist 
and don’t support Black Power should 
do some reading and re-think their phi- 
losophies. 


Dear JBAKC: 

I want to update you on the Organiza- 
tion to Stop Sexism and Racism, the 
OSSR. We are a small, yet active group 
dedicated to informing people about cur- 
rent sexist and racist happenings, hand- 
ing out literature explaining our beliefs, 
and supporting other anti-sexist or anti- 
racist organizations. 

We are working to form an activist 
anti-racist, anti-sexist movement of 
white and non-whites to RESIST white 
supremacists and the oppression of 
women. We do not support any one po- 
litical or religious belief, only that it is 
important to unite in the fight against all 
forms of sexism and racism. 

Keep up the good work! 

OSSR 
PO Box 471012 
Charlotte, NC 28247 


Dear JBAKC: 
My name is Kreso. I live in Zagreb, 
Yugoslavia. I am against racism, Nazis 









and fascists, just like you. In my town 
many people are fascist, but they aren’t 
skinheads. They are football hooligans. I 
just wanted you to know how it is here. 
Zagreb, Yugoslavia. 


Dear JBAKC: 

Enclosed is a poster distributed by the 
Committee Against Propaganda 
Abuse (CAPA). The subject of the 
poster is a right-wing organization which 





humiliating its targets. Many read the 
Review with a gallows humor or a mor- 
bid mindset. Its poor journalism, pathetic 
writing and vicious nature make it seem 
ridiculous. At the same time it functions 
as propaganda. The rumors and lies it 
spreads are repeated and the source for- 
gotten. 

The Review is free. Be sure to pick up 
your copies and take them to the recy- 
cling bin. The Review is almost solely 





Above: Campus Review Staffers Eric Klein and Jason Smith. Klein, wearing an anti-gay 
T-shirt, is a known harrasser of women. Editor Renander (not shown) takes pictures of 
lesbian and gay activists for use in smear campaigns. 


produces a monthly hate sheet called the 
Campus Review. Please look at the 
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such information will, at least partially, 
neutralize them. 

There are similar newspapers located 
throughout the country, including the 
Dartmouth Review and others. The role 
these papers have in spreading reaction 
should neither be overblown or 
trivialized. In the context of these reac- 
tionary times they are dangerous. 

I hope you keep an eye out for these 
neo-fascist hate sheets wherever your 
chapters are. It would be good for us to 
try and track down the people behind 
this. 

CAPA, Iowa City, IA 


Space didn’t allow us to reprint the 
entire CAPA poster, but this photo and 
parts of the text are reprinted below: 

Since 1980, Jeffery Renander’s Cam- 
pus Review has focused on Iowa City’s 
progressive community as a target for its 
reactionary attacks. By acting as an ex- 
treme pole for the right, the Review le- 
gitimizes far right-wing opinion. The 
Campus Review promotes hatred. Its re- 
peated attacks against gays, lesbians, 
people of color and community activists 
are done with the intent of abusing and 


SUBSCRIBE $s tor 8 issues 


Send check to: 

JBAKC š 

220 9th St. No. 443 

San Francisco, CA 94103 
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funded by donations from extreme right- 
ists like Leroy Corey from the Waterloo- 





a to a former E staffer, Ray 
Bianchi, Jeffery Renander gets $40,000 
annually for editing this bigoted 
monthly. Bianchi said the Review is also 
generously funded by the John Birch So- 
ciety. The few advertisements that ap- 
pear are from companies like Coors 
which have a history of bigotry towards 
gays, lesbians, people of color and labor 
unions. If you see an ad in the Review 
from a company you matronize [sic], let 
them know you don’t like the Review 
and will take your business elsewhere. 


From the Editors: 

-The Campus Review is one of many 
right-wing “review” papers published by 
campus-based organizations, but fi- 
nanced and supported by a variety of 
right-wing, racist, sexist and homopho- 
bic foundations, individuals and think- 
tanks. The infamous Dartmouth Review, 
known for its racism, sexism and 
homophobia is probably the best known 
of these papers. The Dartmouth Review 
made headlines when the media discov- 
ered that a Review staffer was employed 
by the Dan Quayle election committee. 

If you have information about any of 
these right-wing Reviews, please send it 
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to us. We’ll try to do a comprehensive 
article about these racist rags in an up- 
coming issue of No KKK! If you want to 
write this article, please send that to us 
for consideration. 


Dear JBAKC: 

I live in Howell, Michigan. My town 
is known for its racist values. Howell is 
one of the main KKK centers in the 
country. Not very long ago, a Black fam- 
ily tried to move into Howell, but they 
were greeted with a burning cross on 
their front lawn the day they moved in. 
It’s getting so bad that ve been seeing 
people all over Michigan wearing hats 
hat say “Howell, Michigan—Home of 
the KKK.” Thad to leave Howell schools 
because I was being called names. I’ve 
fought the narrowmindedness all my 
life. I can’t even drive down the street 
without reading “Stop n-----rs” on the 
stop signs. 

Please send me information about 
your group and let me know how I can 
distribute your paper in my area. 

Howell, Michigan 
Dear JBAKC: 

Your newspaper is of great interest. 
On reading the article on John Brown, I 
thought you might find of interest the in- 
formation that rifles might have been 
manufactured at Harper’s Ferry. I had 
the chance to observe in a private collec- 
tion a rifle on the stock of which it was 
stamped, “Harper’s Ferry, Va, 1848.” I 
wondered if this meant that there was a 
gunsmith located there? 

La Salle, Ont. 





Fascist USA! 


220 9th Street, #443 
San Francisco, CA 94103 
415-330-5363 


Written, Designed and Produced by: 
Mickey Ellinger, Les Gottesman, Alan 
Huff, Annie Johnston, Jon Marley, Dave 
Moglin, Danny Roth, Lisa Roth, Lena 
Shapiro, Margie Sullivan, Lauren 
Webster and many others around the 
country who make their invaluable infor- 
mation available to us for this paper. 


Articles for submission and letters to 
No KKK! may be mailed to the address 
above. 


$ 
No KKK! No Fascist USA! is the news- 
paper of the John Brown Anti-Klan 
Committee, a project of the John Brown 
Education Fund. - 


ohh” 
PRINTED ON 100% ¿£? ) i 
RECYCLED PAPER. 2 e 
Os o” 


COPYRIGHT © 1990, JOHN 
BROWN EDUCATION FUND 








and human rights, 


3 -o — = And there's more. Puerto Rican POW, Oscar 
| . = Lopez Rivera has survived round-th 
= a Isolation for the past 45 months. Ble 
ist, Mumia Abu Jamal, on death row in Penn- 
sylvania, is the first political prisoner since 
Ethel and Julius Rosenberg to face 
imminent threat of execution. 
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More than 100 men and women are now 
behind bars as a result of their political ac- 
_ fions and beliefs—imprisoned for their work 
in the Black/New Afrikan, Native American 
and Puerto Rican struggles for human rights 
and self-cetermination. The numbers of 
political prisoners from the white anti- 
imperialist and disarmament move-— 
ments are growing. With the ery for 
human rights echoing around the 
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mand for justice is now 


Human Rights and Amnesty fo 
Political Prisoners needs your elp 


~~ — e Ta T 


($ yal 

- Freedom Now. Make tox- | 

deductible donations over 

-$50 payable to N.I.C.U.M.C. 
A donation of only $10 will 

bring you a packet full of © 
information detailing the many 
efforts to win human rights for 
US political prisoners. 







Attend the International Tribunal 
on US Political Prisoners and 

POWs. Hunter College, New 

York City on December 8-9, 1990. -~ 
For information or to make a 
donation call 212-860-4101. 
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Add your name to Freedom Now's 
Urgent Action Network. This growing _ 
network alerts people to crisis situa- 
fions concerning political prisoners. 





Photo credit: Ed Beyeler from his book, Alcatraz 
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Name i 59 E. Van Buren, #1400 
Address. ; : Chicago, IL 60605 
| ov State, Zip Telephone: 312-663-4399 


